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For over 30 years, Letitia Davis directed the Occupational Health Surveillance Program in the Massachusetts Department of Public Health for where she worked to develop state-based surveillance systems for work-related illnesses and injuries. She oversaw the formation of a healthcare provider reporting system for occupational lung disease, the Massachusetts Occupational Lead Registry, a comprehensive multi-source surveillance system for fatal occupational injuries, a case-based surveillance system for amputations and burns, the Massachusetts Sharps Injury Surveillance System, and a model surveillance system for work-related injuries to young workers.  Committed to translating data to action and health equity, she worked closely with other public health programs, agencies and community partners to promote prevention activities to address identified problems, placing special emphasis on addressing health and safety needs of vulnerable worker populations. Her work includes, for example, research on incorporating occupational information in the electronic records systems of community health centers to improve documentation of occupational health needs of low wage immigrant and minority workers. From 1998 through 2015 she was a lead consultant in occupational health to CSTE, working on the national level to promote consideration of the impact of work on health into public health practice in the states. She has served as an advisor to the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health and the Occupational Safety and Health Administration and participated in a number of National Academy of Science committees, including most recently a committee on A Smarter National Surveillance system for Occupational Safety and Health in the 21st Century. Dr. Davis is an adjunct faculty member at the University of Massachusetts at Lowell and an instructor at the Harvard School of Public Health, where she received her doctorate in 1983.    
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