
  

 
2018 Epidemiology and Laboratory Capacity for Infectious Diseases (ELC) Healthcare-associated Infections (HAI), Antimicrobial Resistance (AR) 

Grantees’ Meeting 
 
Agenda 
MEETING DETAILS  

• Date: Monday, March 19 – Wednesday, March 21, 2018 
• Time: 11:30 am – 6:00 pm ET (Monday), 9:00 a.m. – 6:15 p.m. ET (Tuesday), 9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. ET (Wednesday) 
• Location: Courtyard Marriott Decatur 

 
SCHEDULE 

 

Time DAY 1 – March 19, 2018 
11:30 am -1:30 pm New HAI Coordinator Lunch/ Orientation (Ballroom) 

This optional session will highlight important tips and tools for the new HAI/AR Coordinator (box lunch will be provided). 
Moderators: Cathy Rebmann and Joe Perz 
Panel participants: Kelley Garner (AR), Erica Runningdeer (IL), DJ Shannon (IN)  

1:30 –2:10 pm Opening/ELC Expectations (Ballroom) 
• Welcome: Rima Khabbaz, NCEZID Director 
• Opening Remarks: Denise Cardo, DHQP Director 
• HAI/AR Progress: Arjun Srinivasan, DHQP Associate Director for HAI Prevention Programs 

2:10-2:30 pm Break/Transition 
2:30 – 3:15 pm ICAR Closing (Ballroom) 

• Update on progress made through ICAR: Nicoline 
Collins, Melissa Schaefer (DHQP) 

• ICAR Success Stories and Project Highlights: Panel of 
HD representatives: Maureen Tierney (NE), Jason Mehr 
(NJ), Nychie Dotson (FL) 

State/Regional Lab Coordination Meeting (Auditorium and 
Henry Oliver Room) 

• CDC Presentations: Stephanie Gumbis, Sarah Malik 
(DHQP) 

o Introductions 
o General Antibiotic Resistance Lab Network 

(ARLN) Overview 
o Update on CRE and CRPA Testing in ARLN 

• Breakout Discussion by Region (ARLN and CDC Lab 
Team) 

• Report Out (ARLN and CDC Lab Team) 
 

3:15 – 4:30pm  Antibiotic Stewardship (Ballroom) 
• Introduction to AS and ELC: Katherine Fleming-Dutra 

(DHQP) 
• Introduction of Panel: Lauri Hicks (DHQP) 
• Panel of Collaborative Examples: Marisa D’Angeli (WA), 

Belinda Ostrowsky (NY), Erin Epson (CA), Erica 
Runningdeer (IL) 

4:30 – 6:00 pm Open Networking Forum with CDC, Health Department, Laboratory, and Partner personnel (light refreshments will be provided) 
 
 

 
 
 



  

Time DAY 2 – March 20, 2018 
8:00 – 8:45 am Coffee and Breakfast will be served in the foyer. 
9:00 am – 12:30 pm Antibiotic Resistance Lab Network (ARLN) and Containment (Ballroom) 

• ARLN Update: Jennifer Huang (DHQP) 
• Containment Strategy for Unusual Resistance Update: Maroya Walters (DHQP) 
• C. auris Response: Barriers to Prevention, Regional Approaches, ARLN colonization for detection and prevention: Snigdha 

Vallabhaneni (DFWED) 
• Mathematical Modeling to Inform Containment: Rachel Slayton (DHQP) 
• State Examples and Panel: Control of Emerging Resistance: Stephanie R. Black (CHI), Nychie Dotson (FL), Heather 

Dubendris (NC) 
Break and Move to simulation room assignments (10 minutes) 
Containment Simulation (Ballroom, Henry Oliver Room, Mary Gay Room) 

• Pseudomonas IMP Simulation: ARLN and Antimicrobial Resistance Teams 
• Closing/Q&A: ARLN and Antimicrobial Resistance Teams 

12:30 –1:30 pm Working Lunch: Optional breakout sessions (Lunch will be provided in the foyer.) 
• NHSN Data Validation: Suparna Bagchi (DHQP) (Mary Gay Room) 

o NHSN staff will share results of estimates of NHSN HAI reporting accuracy found from Health Department 
validation projects along with commonly reported reasons for errors in reporting 

• Small HAI/AR Programs: Cathy Rebmann and Joe Perz (DHQP) (Ballroom) 
o Discuss challenges faced by a smaller program and share best practices for using available resources to make 

prevention impact 
• Unique Aspects of City/County HAI/AR programs: Debra Taylor (DHQP) (Ballroom)  

o Discuss challenges and share best practices, tools, and resources to advance city, county and state interactions 
and communications, including the use of data for prevention impact 

• Understanding the Emerging Infections Program (EIP): Elizabeth Mothershed and Nicola Thompson (DHQP) (Henry Oliver 
Room) 

o Share how EIP projects, data, or partnerships can contribute to enhancing HAI/AR program (ELC) prevention 
efforts 

• Dialysis Interest Group: Nicole Gualandi and Priti Patel (DHQP) (Ballroom) 
o Discuss issues and successes in protecting dialysis patients from infection risks, including opportunities to 

connect with the Making Dialysis Safer Coalition 
1:30 – 1:40 pm Break/Transition 
1:40 – 3:10 pm Building Laboratory and Epidemiology Relationships (Ballroom) 

• Panel of Successful Examples: Moderated by ARLN and Antimicrobial Resistance Teams (DHQP) 
• APHL Electronic Test Order and Results (ETOR) Overview: Kelly Wroblewski, Michelle Meigs (APHL) 
• ARLN Susceptibility Pilot Overview: Tara Henning (DHQP) 

3:10 – 3:30 pm Break/Transition 
  



  
3:30 – 4:45 pm Public Health Overcoming Obstacles to Prevent C. difficile 

Infections (Ballroom) 
• CDI Snapshot – Summary of K2 (Coordinated 

Prevention) CDI Prevention Activities: Shani Doss 
(DHQP) 

• TAP Strategy In Action: Katelyn C. White (DHQP),  Pat 
Kopp (SC) 

• CDI Prevention Strategies: Preeta Kutty (DHQP) 
• CDI Collaborative:  

o Utah’s C. difficile Prevention Collaborative 
Experience: Karen Singson (UT) 

o South Dakota DOH & Great Plains QIN/QIO 
CDI Collaborative: Kipp Stahl (SD) 

• Panel Discussion: Moderator: Preeta Kutty; In addition 
to the representatives above), Erika Baldry (MT), Bola 
Ogundimu (DHQP), and Cliff McDonald (DHQP) 

Lab Q&A: Follow-up to technical questions raised during the 
containment simulation (Henry Oliver Room) 

4:45 – 5:15 pm Break - Networking 
5:15 – 6:15 pm Meet the Partners Forum (Ballroom) (Light refreshments will be provided) 

ELC grantees can meet and network with some of key partner organizations whose mission and work intersects with HAI/AR 
Program activities 

 
 

Time DAY 3 – March 21, 2018 
8:00 – 8:45 am Coffee and Breakfast will be served in the foyer. 
9:00 – 10:15 am ELC & Closeout Guidance (Ballroom) 

• Presentation/Panel with Q&A on ELC Applications: Joe Perz (DHQP), Michael Ashley (DHQP), Anita McLees (DHQP), DPEI 
Representative 
• Year 4 Metrics and Progress Reporting 
• Year 5 Application Tips, Metrics and Progress Reporting, Highlighting Changes (ICAR, etc.), Application Portal and 

Budget Application Questions 
• Preview of New Cycle 

10:15 – 10:30 am Closing Remarks (Ballroom): DHQP Leadership 
10:30 am – 12:30 pm Meet the Experts Forum (Ballroom): ELC grantees and DHQP 

partners can meet with subject matter experts and DHQP 
personnel from across the division to ask questions, gather 
additional information, and network.  
(Boxed lunches will be provided at 12) 

Regional Lab Meeting (Henry Oliver Room): Regional lab 
representatives are requested to attend.  

• Logistics of Screening, Lessons Learned 
• Address Questions and Feedback Received 
• Roundtable Discussion 

 
 


