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• When explaining available resources and screening logistics to each facility, it is important to 
remember that ARLN can support screening at no cost to the facility, and screening supplies can 
be shipped directly to the facility. The health department also provides screening FAQs and a script 
for explaining screening to patients, as well as information on how to request permission and 
collect a swab, with next-day results. 

• When explaining the importance of screening to each facility, it is important to remember that 
screening is the best way to determine if transmission has occurred, to enable prompt 
implementation of infection control precautions. If transmission is detected, follow-up screening is 
the best way to assess whether infection control interventions successfully controlled transmission.

• The State HAI Coordinator approves requests for colonization screening in the state where 
screening is performed.

• To coordinate with ARLN for screening, contact the regional lab by phone or email. 

• Patient permission (or from the guardian) is required to collect rectal swabs. 

• Screening FAQs are available for patients, and facilities are encouraged to leave a copy with each 
patient approached for screening.

• After testing, results will be sent to the submitting HAI coordinator and the submitting facility.

• For additional information, remember to refer to the Interim Guidance for a Public Health 
Response to Contain Novel or Targeted Multidrug-resistant Organisms (MDROs). 

• CDC recommends that for patients with a recent history of hospitalization outside the US, facilities 
consider screening on admission and placing on Contact Precautions until results are available. The 
AR Lab Network offers admission screening for patients with this risk factor. 
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