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HPH Sector Members,  

ASPR CIP and the HPH Sector continues to prepare for the response to the multiple storm systems in the Atlantic and Pacific, including but not limited to Hurricane Florence. Below is the latest weather update on Hurricane Florence from our partners at the NBEOC: 
1. As of 11:00 a.m. EDT, Hurricane Florence is currently located 145 miles east-southeast of Wilmington, NC with maximum winds of 105 mph, moving towards the northwest near 10 mph. 
1. The center of Florence will approach the coasts of North and South Carolina later today. Little change in strength is expected before the center reaches the coast, with weakening expected after the center moves inland. 
1. Hurricane-force winds extend outward up to 80 miles from the center and tropical-storm-force winds extend outward up to 195 miles. Cape Fear to Cape Lookout, NC expecting storm surge 9-13 feet above ground. 
1. Coastal North Carolina into far northeastern South Carolina expecting 20 to 30 inches of rainfall, which would produce catastrophic flash flooding and prolonged significant river flooding.
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Sheltering
1. North Carolina: 15 counties under mandatory or voluntary evacuation orders. 62 shelters open; Airbnb initiated their disaster sheltering program
1. Georgia: Developing a sheltering plan to support evacuees from other states.   
1. South Carolina has 42 shelters open. Airbnb initiated their disaster sheltering program.
Transportation   
1. The U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) has established a Routing Assistance Hotline to support the movement of Federal, State, and local response personnel, equipment, and goods to support the Hurricane Florence response efforts.  The Hotline will go live on Wednesday, September 12 at 1800 EDT and will be operational 24 hours a day.   The hotline number is 1-833-STORM18 (786-7618).  The Routing Assistance is for Federal and State Response Personnel only. 
1. North Carolina: Ports of Wilmington and Morehead City closed, USCG Sector. North Carolina will not re-open ports until facilities and waterways have been assessed. 8 counties canceled normal mass transit service and are assisting with evacuations. Wilmington International, Rocky Mount-Wilson Regional, and New Bern Coastal Carolina Regional Airports closed.
1. South Carolina: Beaufort, Charleston, and Georgetown ports open with restrictions; pre-storm assessments in process. Charleston AFB/International and Florence Regional Airports closed. Public transit in affected counties beginning to limit or suspend service.  
1. Virginia: Hampton Roads, Newport News, Norfolk, and Richmond ports are open with restrictions Amtrak established modified schedule; no operations south of Richmond, VA  starting September 12 through September 16 Freight trains staging and securing loaded coal trains in Newport News; all hazmat shipments will not be moved until storm passes. 
1. Georgia: coordinating traffic operations to support evacuations. Port of Savannah expected to close to commercial traffic on September 13. 
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FEMA website with links to all state and territorial emergency management agencies
Evacuation Updates (9/13, 0500 EDT)
1. North Carolina: Areas of the Outer Banks are under a mandatory  evacuation order; no planned contraflow operations. 15 counties are under either mandatory or  voluntary evacuation orders 
1. Virginia: Mandatory evacuation of low-lying areas of  Hampton Roads and the Eastern Shore began on  September 11. No planned contraflow operations 
1. Georgia: Evacuation orders have not been given at this time.
1. South Carolina: Mandatory evacuations for Horry, Georgetown,  Charleston, Berkeley, and Dorchester counties as well as Edisto Beach.
Declarations
1. Public Health Emergency declared September 11, 2018 for North Carolina and South Carolina.
1.  Stafford Act Emergency Declaration in effect as of September 10, 2018 for North Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia. 
1. State of Emergency declared in South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, and Washington, D.C.
State Emergency Management Websites
1. South Carolina Emergency Management Division 
1. North Carolina Department of Public Safety - Hurricane Florence Updates 
1. Virginia Department of Emergency Management 
1. Georgia Emergency Management Agency 
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As we begin to see impacts from the storm, we wanted to reach out both to help prioritize where our private sector partners may need assistance and support an effective response.
Please see below for our initial list of concerns. Please let us know if is there anything we should be considering for needs and impacts in the anticipated storm tracks. 
* Local public health needs, including lab tests and transportation of lab samples
* Hospitals 
1. Flooding and other anticipated challenges
1. Availability of generators/fuel 
* Nursing homes and elderly populations
* Dialysis centers and patient access to treatment
* Issues related to re-entry and access credentialling
* Manufacturing supply issues related to:
1. Pharmaceuticals
1. Device 
1. Medical Gases (including medical oxygen)
1. Vaccines
* Distribution supply issues related to pharmaceutical and med. surg. distribution to both acute and non-acute
* Blood Banks and blood products
* Pharmacies
Additionally, one of our goals is to help support your decision support needs.  If you have critical information requirements, or any concerns we should be tracking on your behalf we are happy to do so.  Please let us know at cip@hhs.gov.  
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The links below included additional information on re-entry guidelines for states anticipating impacts from Hurricane Florence: 

Region IV
1. North Carolina and South Carolina
1. Georgia and Florida
Virginia
1. Any business that would like to reenter an evacuation area in Virginia needs to register with the following links.  This applies to businesses in the evacuated area and businesses (i.e. insurances, etc.) that need to access the area for recovery). Re-entry registration applies to businesses ONLY.  
1. Organizations will register through https://www.eritn.com  
1. a. https://www.eritn.com/virginia  
1. b. https://www.eritn.com/virginiaregistration 
1. c. https://fs22.formsite.com/er-itn/form24/index.html (Registration Form, also on https://eritn.com/virginiaregistration)

Transportation Waivers
1. Georgia
1. Florida (Weigh Stations)
1. Florida (Animal Movement)
1. Kentucky
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CMS.gov: 1135 Waivers
1135 Waivers at a Glance

This ASPR TRACIE TA response provides a response from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (CMS) related to 1135 waivers and what the 17 required provider types need to know in order to meet the CMS Emergency Preparedness (EP) Rule requirements.
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For up to date mapping of the affected areas, consult the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's (NOAA) National Hurricane Center. 
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Hurricane Resources
Check out ASPR TRACIE’s Select Hurricane Related Resources (UPDATED) page for helpful resources in preparing for hurricanes and their aftermath (flooding, utility outages, etc.). Additional resources that may be of interest in your planning efforts include:
After the Flood: Mold-Specific Resources
Considerations for Oxygen Therapy in Disasters
Durable Medical Equipment in Disasters
Exchange Issue 6: Evacuating Healthcare Facilities
Hurricane Resources at Your Fingertips
 Major Hurricanes: Potential Public Health and Medical Implications
Post-Disaster Lessons Learned: Dialysis Patient Management
Tips for Retaining and Caring for Staff after a Disaster
ASPR TRACIE Technical Assistance Spotlights
This ASPR TRACIE TA response includes links to plans, templates, and guidelines for healthcare facility continuity of operations plans and internal flood response plans.
This ASPR TRACIE TA response includes comments and examples from Subject Matter Experts on Essential Elements of Information (EEI) that healthcare coalitions can use in exercises or real world events.
Resources from the Field
This Emergency Management Healthcare Environment Checklist from The Joint Commission can help facilities with identifying fully functioning systems and processes to ensure full patient care delivery after an incident. This checklist is featured in the APSR TRACIE Healthcare Coalition Recovery Plan Template
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HPH Sector 2018 Hurricane Response Dashboard

Power Resilience Emergency Response Checklist: Developed by HPH SCC member Powered for Patients
Twitter
1. Humanity Road – Includes a summary of evacuation centers and alerts.  
1. FEMA - Up to date notifications of storm impacts and on island activities
1. FEMA Happening Now - Additional up to date notifications of storm impacts and on island activities
1. Hawaii Emergency Management Agency
Facebook
1. NOAA NWS National Hurricane Center
YouTube
1. Hurricane Preparedness – What You Should Know
	September 13, 2018
FEMA National Business Emergency Operations Center (NBEOC)
Atlantic Dashboard
Pacific Dashboard
NBEOC Daily Conference Call
Time: 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. ET
Dial: 1-888-877-0354
Participant passcode: 9132924
For more information, email NBEOC@fema.dhs.gov.  




	This announcement has been produced by the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR) Division of Critical Infrastructure Protection (CIP) on behalf of the Healthcare and Public Heatlh Sector. For more information on our program and participating with the HPH Sector, contact us at CIP@HHS.gov. 
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