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When
The following dates have been identified for the 2020 Syndromic Surveillance Symposium. The final dates will be determined by CDC, CSTE, and facilitator. 
· Three (3) ½ days the week of October 19th
· Three (3) ½ days the week of November 16th 
Where
Virtually via WebEx (or via the selected facilitator’s platform.
About
The Symposium will provide a forum for the syndromic surveillance community to exchange experiences, best practices, and ideas in a broad range of areas including data sharing, syndrome development, data quality, and analytic methods. Symposium attendees will learn about the latest methods and topics related to syndromic surveillance practice, share their thoughts about future NSSP Community of Practice (CoP) activities, and discuss ideas for building syndromic surveillance capacity at the state, local, and national levels. The targeted audience for this event is syndromic surveillance coordinators, epidemiologists, ELC HIS leads, and NSSP site administrators.










2020 SyS Symposium Planning Call #1 + #2
Calls held on July 22, 2020 and August 7, 2020

Logistics
· Recording – the symposium will be recorded and made publicly available
· Types of Presentations – multiple types of presentations could be incorporated into the symposium, including:
· Breakout [~20-30 minutes]
· Quick [~10 minutes]
· Lightning [~5 minutes]
· Panel [~30-45 minutes]
· Roundtable Discussions [~30-45 minutes]
· Facilitation – CSTE will be hiring a consultant to provide facilitation support throughout the planning and implementation process of the 2020 Syndromic Surveillance Symposium
· Virtual Tools – opportunity to utilize multiple online features to ensure an interactive, engaging experience, examples include:
· Online “whiteboards” (like Miro)
· Online events platforms (like Hopin, Run The World, RingCentral, WebEx)
· Virtual rooms/breakouts
· Concurrent sessions
· Polling questions
· Idea: Prior to or after each session, post polling question and share results in real-time. Moderator can then make comments on feedback. At end of each day/the Symposium, the results could be made publicly available. Depending on how the questions are worded, this could act as an informal assessment of the most important priorities of public health surveillance professionals, the shortcomings of current data collection and analytics processes, and opinions on how to improve in the future.
· Promotion/communication (article on “How to Succeed at Streaming Live Events: Marketing and Beyond”)
· Example promotional communication for the DoD/VA & Gov Health IT Summit 2020
· Accessibility applications (like Evia Player)
· Keynote Speaker – is this something we want? Does it attract folks to attend?
· Approval – should be mindful that all presenters (especially federal) will need time for presentation clearance/approval, particularly any related to COVID
· Topic Mindfulness – need to be sure to avoid a “COVID conference” and be mindful of other public health issues
· International Engagement – International participants are welcome to join and participate in the 2020 Syndromic Surveillance Symposium, but we must be mindful of resources when considering language translation, hosting separate sessions, etc. 
· Themes – potentially have “day themes” that highlight the sessions/topics of the day
· If have theme of “Future of Syndromic Surveillance,” the 3 days could be past (where we’ve been), present (where we’re at), future (where we’re going)
· Day Flow – host “big thought” ideas at beginning of day (e.g., keynote, big discussion topics – future of SyS) to get people excited, follow with technical/analytics/more detailed presentations at the middle/end of the day (e.g., syndrome definition) and promote that high-level decision makers can leave then
Topics/Themes/Session Ideas
· Future of Syndromic Surveillance
· Given the ongoing pandemic, there are new professionals (from different areas of public health) interested in engaging with the syndromic community and syndromic data – however, the level of knowledge/understanding of the data is low
· What does this new interest and potential integration into new arenas of public health mean for the community moving forward?
· What will the syndromic community look like post-COVID? Where are we going as a community? A practice?
· Presentation type suggestions: Keynote, panel, symposium opening, “standard”
· In 2020-2021, is the systematic incorporation of social media no longer of interest?
· How we collaborate and moving forward in this “new” world
· Interaction with new groups, having them involved (wastewater surveillance, decision-makers for this reason…schools, etc.), expand the community
· SyS with other agencies (behavioral health, injury) – how these connections are formed and sustained
· Sustaining the resources…how much can we do? Thinking technically, how can we do this with less resources? Crowd sourcing, data requests…making things more efficient (indirect dashboard, etc.)
· Alabama implemented RedCAP survey data request process
· Data Sharing
· Discussions around sharing data regionally (local/state-to-local/state) or nationally (local/state-to-federal)
· Opportunity to bring together regional workgroups that are focused on data sharing, following up on the NSSP Data Sharing Workshop Series activities
· Discussion on the federal use of state/local data for emergency response, using COVID as the use case
· How can we expedite the approval process and pre-agree to sharing data under certain conditions?
· Presentation type suggestion: Roundtable
· Discussion on data sharing with tribes/TECs, what previous experiences have looked like/what envision for this experience, how works when done well, and sharing of lessons learned
· Methods/Analytics
· Highlighting syndromic surveillance best practices and new methodologies
· “Surveillance Tools”
· Highlight actually “doing” syndromic surveillance
· “Standard data presentations” such as highlighting implementation guides
· Alerts and relevant analytics
· Informatics Innovations
· “New/novel data sources” – how is syndromic data being used/incorporated elsewhere and what are new avenues for syndromic data use
· “Innovative ways syndromic surveillance is changing the public health surveillance landscape”
· Novel uses – dental offices closed, looking at ED
· Social media surveillance (are we interested in getting those data integrated) 
· Fixing problems with innovative solutions/discussions
· Syndrome Definitions
· New syndrome definitions being utilized
· Process used to evaluate/validate
· Data Quality
· Improving data quality for syndromic surveillance in a “post”-COVID world – as we begin utilizing new data elements, how can we utilize what we have learned to develop guidance for future conversations?
· Visualizing/Communicating Syndromic Data – high priority with COVID
· How best to display, interpret, promote, etc.
· How do we collaborate with statisticians and educators?
· Are folks using BioSense Platform/NSSP-ESSENCE data in other applications for visualization, examples including:
· WA + IL using Tableau (public facing)
· CDC supporting dashboards
· Specific presentation suggestion: Recent OD2A webinar on data visualization from a communication angle
· Public use of data sets
· Disease-Specific Topics: COVID-19, Flu
· Differences in means, regression analyses
· Unique CLI analytics, examples including:
· Summer case increases and their relation to holiday schedules
· Considerations for updates to the syndrome definition
· New flu syndromes and considerations with COVID
· Presentation type suggestion: COVID hot wash roundtable or panel
· What went right, wrong, what can we do better next time, what did we learn?
· Use opportunity/discussion to develop a “white paper”
· Secondary health impacts (suicide, substance use/overdose, mental health, health equities)
· R Shiny and COVID reports (assisting the community in an incident)
· Decision Making
· How do we transition surveillance into action/response?
· Training Sessions – can be hosted separately, not by the facilitator
· Training by tool/app (ESSENCE, R), examples including:
· How to pull data from R, where to find help, etc. 
· SyS 101 given the community turnover – opportunity to train people up, build capacity, and highlight how to get involved in the CoP
· Presentation type suggestion: workshop(s), pre- or post-symposium
· NSSP CoP Highlights
· Subcommittee presentations
· How to get involved, what are the needs of the community?
· Population Surveillance
· Health equity projects
· Surveillance of effects on homeless, displaces, refugee populations
· Social 
· Onboarding Session
· Lab/SyS Data – Forecasting (Section: Informatics, new data sources)
· Using lab data beyond COVID
· “Late Breaking” (hurricanes, flu, going to school, AFM, etc.)


 2020 CSTE Annual Conference SyS Abstract Submission Topics
· Innovation
· Using Travel Data to Monitor for Severe Imported Disease
· Probabilistic Matching of EMS and ED SyS Data Piloted to Assess EMS Naloxone Administration for Opioid Overdose
· Barriers/Solutions for Sharing Case Reports and Syndromic Data
· Public Health Preparedness and Response
· Using SyS during a Water Boil Emergency
· Public Safety Power Shutoff Trends
· Monitoring Wildfire Air Pollution Respiratory Health Effects
· Using Informatics Visualization Tool to Overlay SyS Data to Monitor Respiratory Health during a Wildfire
· Health Outcome Specific Topics
· Influenza-like Illness (ILI)
· Forecasting ILI and Fitting a Regression Model with ARIMA Error
· Characterizing ILI Trends and Homelessness in ED using SyS
· Lyme/Tick
· Community Collabs for Lyme Disease/Tick Bites SyS in High Incidence Jurisdictions
· Creating a Tick-Borne Disease R Dashboard using Multiple Data Streams
· Leveraging ESSENCE APIs and R to Improve SyS Workflow to Identify Suspected Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever
· Substance Use
· Integration of Statewide EMS Data into State ESSENCE for Enhanced Nonfatal Overdose Reporting
· Comparison of Matched ED and In-patient Hospital Visits Attributable to Nonfatal Opioid Overdoses between Hospital Discharge and NSSP BioSense Data
· Leveraging Multiple Data Systems to Design and Implement a Drug Overdose Surveillance System
· Hepatitis
· Effectiveness of SyS to Identify Acute Hepatitis A Infections
· Utilization of SyS during a Statewide Hepatitis A Outbreak
· Mumps
· Leveraging SyS to Identify Missed Mumps Diagnoses and Facilitate Active Case Finding
· Mumps Resurgence
· Chronic Disease
· Using County and ZIP Code SyS Data for Timely Chronic Disease Surveillance
· Data Sharing
· Multi-State Data Sharing Improves ED Surveillance of Nonfatal Opioid Overdoses
· Environmental Exposures
· Using SyS to Measure Pollen Exposure
· Using SyS to Assess Environmental Factor Impacts on Asthma- and COPD-related ED Visits
· Using SyS to Monitor Climate Change Health Impacts
· Syndromic Data Quality
· Characterizing Differences in ED and Free-Standing ED Syndromic Data
· Comparing Patient Age and Gender Distribution Among ED Visits Data from Two Different Sources
· Identifying Anomalies in Syndromic Data
· Alerts
· A Low Resource Alert System to Prevent the Spread of CRE in Acute Care Facilities (SAS Presentation)
· Prioritizing Alerts from ESSENCE Detection Algorithms
· Evaluating and Transitions Surveillance Systems
· Transitioning SyS Systems
· Evaluation of State-Based Surveillance through a Mixed Methods Comparison of National and State Opioid Overdose Surveillance Definitions
· Evaluation of SyS in US Territory
· Functionality, Utility, and Use of the NSSP BioSense Platform: User Assessment Findings
· Syndrome Definitions
· Query Development Separates Suicide Attempts and Instances of Intentional Self-Harm from ED Visits Related to Suicidal Ideation with Injury in ESSENCE
· Including Triage Notes in a Cocaine Use Syndrome Definition Increases Encounter Identification
· Validating ICD-10-CM-Based Definitions for ED Opioid Poisoning Surveillance with Interrater Reliability between Study Abstractors and Original Medical Coders
· EMS ILI Case Definition Prediction Validity Comparison with SyS ED Visits and Lab Tests
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