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The Public Health Perspective

Many disasters are responsible for negative health affects
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Increased Morbidity Environmental Displaced Disruption of public
& Mortality Hazards Populations health infrastructure

...disasters are defined by what they do to people — the impact — otherwise they
are just interesting geological or meteorological phenomena...



[Direct effects

e Caused by the actual environmental forces of the
disaster or direct consequences of those forces

- Structuralcollapse

Direct VS - Flying debris

Indirect [Indirect effects

e Caused by the unsafe or unhealthy conditions
EffECtS that disasterscreate

- Diminished sanitation

- Reduced health services (primary care access,
medicine, etc.)

- Damaged infrastructure (electric, water, etc.)




Disaster Preparedness
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Trainings Exercises Guidance Templates




Disaster Response

‘ Syndromic Surveillance
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Disaster Epidemiology: Always Adapting

= Community Assessment for Public Health Emergency Response (CASPER)
— Team and household safety considerations
— Modified CASPERs to include individual testing

= Disaster Shelters

— Updated interim guidance to prioritize
non-congregate shelters, distancing, health checks,

an d Vi rt ua | (@) p e rat i ons CDC's Interim Guidance for General Population Disaster

Shelters During the COVID-19 Pandemic

Mass Care/Emergency
Assistance Pandemic
Planning Considerations

— Surveys conducted to assess
public concern of sheltering

For State, Local, Tribal, Territorial and Non-Government
Organizational Planners, Providers and Support
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Data and Disasters: Preparing for the Future

= Continueto use data to guide our preparedness,response,and recovery
efforts for all types of disasters

= Apply lessons learned from 2020
— Concurrentincidents are going to continue

= Work closely with our communication partners to help turn datainto
understandableinformation




For more information, contact NCEH

1.800.CDC.INFO

The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the official
position of the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention




