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Objectives STAY SAFE W\

1. Determine the extent of infection in communities: overall SARS-
CoV-2 seroprevalence

2. Determine factors associated with SARS-CoV-2 seropositivity

3. Explore differences in SARS-CoV-2 seroprevalence in different

regions

4.  Assess community prevalence of asymptomatic carriers of SARS-
CoV-2

5. ldentify areas for improved health messaging regarding

modifiable health behaviors
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MDH Modified CASPER STAY SAFE V1

* Conducted 1 CASPER in each of 6 Minnesota Preparedness Regions
e 30 clusters, 7 households per cluster = 1,260 interviews!

* Onesurvey per household

* Modified CASPER design

* Includes some individual level questions

* Specimen collection
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MDH Modified CASPER STAY SAFE V1
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Specimen Collection STAY SAFE W1\

* Collect specimens for SARS-CoV-
2 antibody and PCR testing

* Capillary blood specimen
for antibody testing

* Swab for PCR testing
(anterior nares preferred
specimen type)

e All interested individuals in
household were tested
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Staffing STAY SAFE VI

* Two people per field team:
e 1 samplecollector = nurse contractor

* 1 interviewer=CDC PHAP, LPH, or MDH

« MDH PHL and existing ICS Logistics provided support and
supplies

e Communicationssub-team from COVID response provided
support on:

 Communications planning
e Translations

e Paidand promoted social media

* Pressreleaseand partner communications

* Website
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Key differences STAY SAFE W1\

e Scale

e Statewide

e Six simultaneous CASPER’s

e Sample collection

e Collected specimens for both SARS-CoV-2
antibody and PCR

e External factors

* COVID-19 had become politicized

* Election year (September dates for study)
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Challenges and Lessons Learned

STAY SAFE M|

* Ended early due to hostility staff faced in

the field

 About 100 of 180 clusters started or
completed

5/20/2021

g W r NS 3 J
COVID-19 fact-finding leads {0 threats against health workers g }

— |

in Minnesota AR
According o leaders with the Minnesota Departrnent of Health. the
Slephanie Yondell, s sanir opsdemiology supervisor with the Hoall -

i Sar Trbune = e

COVID-19 surveys halted in Minnesota amid racism,
intimidation -,

inDepth - Sop 28 204

Pioneer Pross
CDC coronavirus testers pulled from MN after hostile and
racist encounters




Methodology: Census tract selection

STAY SAFE M1\

 Tribal area was selected

* Check your tracts carefully!
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Community Assessment for Public

Health Emergency Response (CASPER)

August 2020

COVID-19
REGION: THREE
CLUSTER: 30
INTERVIEWS: 7

Reference Point:
Longitude : -95.151629
Latitude : 47.864914

APPROXIMATE HHs
63

Reference Map




Logistics: Laboratory Samples STAY SAFE W\

* Lots of supplies for blood and nasal
swab sample collection

* Labeling and transporting samples

* Samples had to get back to the lab
nightly
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Logi

stics: Staffing

STAY SAFE M|

* Chose contract nurses for sample collection

e Other staffing options (local public health, Medical Reserve Corps) unavailable
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Contract nurses presented unique challenges
* Not all nurses were clear about what the project involved
* Driving long distances, mobility, capillary blood draws
* JUST in time training
* New nurses had to be trained every 3 days
* Longdays, unpredictable number of hours to complete block

* More difficult for contractorsto be flexible
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Was CASPER the Right Model? STAY SAFE V1L

* No amount of preparation/communication would have prevented racism

* Consider whether CASPER is the right model for your circumstances

e CASPER’s are valid but not if you can’t complete the study

* Alternative Models
* Self-collection (UMN/NORC study)

e Centralized site (Nobles County)

* Authentic community engagement led to a convenience sample that represented community by
race/ethnicity

* Hostility towards some staff still present, but situation was more supportive for staff
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Positive Feedback

STAY SAFE M|

Benjamin Percy 8@ ©@Eenjamin_Percy - Sep 16

Thanks to the Minnesota Department of Health. We just had a knock at our
door and were surprised and grateful to participate in the free COVID and

antibody tests they offered.

What: The Minnesota Departiment of He th (MOM) s condd
COVID-19 survey 1o understand the impact of COV D19 on M

ommunite
f you currently have | O

* Free antibody test (tells you # you have alee Ay had

How
* Mowsehold sur ey

* Free naval swab (tells you

To participate, you must
* Live in ane of the sedecteod areas

* Amwer your door when MDH survey teams com
MDH dentification)

¢ Consant 1o the survey anad samale enllectinn

() ¢ Tl 4
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. Community COVID-19 Survey

g s

: larsleafblad ©larslealbl 16 v
‘.‘ Hey friends! This great duo from @mnhealth just stopped by to conduct MN

19 Casper Survey. Our neighborhood was randomly selected & |

opted in for both testing & survey. Doing my part to help inform public

vota

Joanne Quick Sather Wish | knew iffwhen a team would be in my
area, so | could make | sure to be home. | see absolutely no valid
reason not to participate in this public health survey.

10h O

Like - Reply - Message
Erin Nelson | will be taking down my "no soliciting” signs in the
hopes that we can participate. My husband's workplace has had
covid cases and I'm curious to know if any of us are carriars.

O

Like - Reply - Message - 6h
Allen Weeks Thank you for doing this difficult work. We'd gladly
take part.

O

Like - Reply - Message - 9h

health & free Covid-19 test to boot! Great experience! Painless!!

blad

inting to hear them share how many people
id them rudely/slammed doors when asked if
icipate in public health survey in a pandemic.
AN. Public health is about caring for one
)t slamming doors in @mnhealth worker
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Thank you!

Stephanie Yendell, DVM, MPH — stephanie.yendell@state.mn.us

Madison Kircher, MPH — madison.kircher@state.mn.us
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