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Post-disaster research can be classified as:

Early 
Reconnaissance 

(days to ~2 weeks)

Emergency 
Response and 
Early Recovery 

(days to ~3 months) 

Short-Term 
Recovery              

(3 months to        
~2 years) 

Longer-Term 
Recovery and  
Reconstruction     
(2 to ~10 years) 

Common Goal: 
*Collect Perishable Data*

National Research Council, 2006
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1. 70+ years of post-disaster research has led to knowledge 
breakthroughs and a robust body of research evidence 

2. Those efforts—unapologetically applied—have led to 
fundamental changes in policy and practice 

3. This research, often funded through federal agencies, has helped 
develop multiple generations of the hazards and disaster 
workforce
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hazards.colorado.edu/research/quick-response

• Established 35 years ago with funding from the National Science Foundation
• Administered by the Natural Hazards Center 
• Small awards ($2,000 - $5,000) fund rapid collection of perishable data 
• 323+ reports available at: hazards.colorado.edu/research/quick-response-

report/archives
• Focus on students and early career researchers as well as more seasoned 

professionals 
• Awards predominantly focus on advancing social and behavioral science research



hazards.colorado.edu/news/award-news/quick-response

Special Calls for 
Major Disasters 



hazards.colorado.edu/research/quick-response-in-us-territories/funded-proposals

2020 – Special Call for 
Research in U.S. 
Territories in 
Partnership with the 
CDC and NSF 

• 15 projects - $25,000 - $50,000 
• 50+ public health and social science researchers from Puerto Rico,  U.S. Virgin 

Islands, Guam, and the mainland U.S.  
• 2 virtual convenings 
• Final research reports w/ actionable summaries focused on public health implications 



2020-22 – 4 Special Calls 
for Weather Ready 
Research in Partnership 
with the NOAA and NSF 

• 100 projects - $2,500 - $7,500  
• Focus on weather-focused research as defined in the Weather Act 
• Striving to build a social science Weather Ready Research Community 
• Final research reports and data publications 

hazards.colorado.edu/research/weather-ready-research/index



CONVERGE 
COVID-19 
Working Groups 
for Public 
Health and 
Social Sciences 
Research 

• 1 Special Call - $1,000 per Group 
• Funded 90 Working Groups involving over 1,300 Researchers Globally 
• (1) Population Groups, Organizations, and Social Institutions; (2) Issues, 

Impacts, and Recovery; (3) Compound Hazards and Cascading  
Disasters; (4) Research Networks, Methods, and Ethics 

• Final Research Agenda Paper 

converge.colorado.edu/resources/covid-19/working-groups



Advancements in the Quick Response 
Research Program 



(1) Identifying and Mobilizing Researchers 

converge.colorado.edu/research-networks/sseer



(2) Educating and Training Researchers 

Extreme Events Research Check SheetsCONVERGE Training Modules

Webinars, Workshops, and Event-Specific 
Resources

converge.colorado.edu/resources



★ Free!
★ Online
★ 30-60 minutes 

to complete

★ 3,000+ 
registrants to 
date! 

converge.colorado.edu/resources
/training-modules



(3) Advancing Interdisciplinary, Convergence 
Research  

frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fbuil.2020.00110/full



(4) Publishing Findings and Research 
Instruments, Protocols, and Data 

converge.colorado.edu/data/events/publish-your-data/data-ambassadors



Please sign up for updates and information for the 
Natural Hazards Center and CONVERGE: 

hazards.colorado.edu/signup
converge.colorado.edu/signup

CONVERGE and the Natural Hazards Center are funded by the National Science Foundation, Division of Civil, Mechanical, and 
Manufacturing Innovation (CMMI), Program on Humans, Disasters, and the Built Environment (Award #1841338 and Award #1635593) 
with supplemental support from CDC, FEMA, NOAA-NIDIS, NOAA-WPO, USACE, and USGS. Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or 
recommendations expressed in this material are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the NSF.

https://hazards.colorado.edu/signup
https://converge.colorado.edu/signup
https://nsf.gov/awardsearch/showAward?AWD_ID=1841338&HistoricalAwards=false
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