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Introduction

Overdose Spike Alerts Defined:
• Overdose spikes or clusters occur when a statistically significant 

number of overdoses occur in a defined area.



Introduction

Overdose Spike Alerts Defined:
• Jurisdictions create alert protocols to notify designated partners of 

this important community change and set appropriate response 
actions



Introduction

Toolkit Purpose:
CSTE Overdose Spike Alert Toolkit provides jurisdictions
with guidance and resources to develop and maintain 
overdose spike alerting protocols as appropriate, including:

• How to indentify and prepare
• How to investigate
• How to respond
• How to evaluate



Introduction

Toolkit Development:
Diverse group of 45 advisors in STLT jurisdictions 
collaborated to determine key toolkit topics and develop 
content, who shared their:

• Methodologies
• Experiences
• Results
• Conclusions/Recomendations



• Toolkit Sections
• Identify and Prepare

• Define the Outbreak
• Develop a Case Definition

• Investigate
• Example Investigations

• Respond
• Response Templates

• Evaluate
• Additional supplements for Health Equity 

• Toolkit to be released late 2021

Toolkit Overview



Discussion



Steps Following the Alert

• AFTER the How can jurisdictions follow up a 
spike alert notification

-



Alerting Examples

• Please describe the alerting 
process in your jurisdiction

• Highlight the following aspects:
• How do you determine when a 

cluster/spike event is detected?
• What follow-up do you do once a 

cluster/spike event is detected?



Toolkit Evolution



Looking Ahead

• If you already have an overdose 
spike alert protocol, how can you be 
supported to maintain alerting

• How can the toolkit be improved, 
updated in future revisions?



Homework
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