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Speaker Biographies – Day 1
CSTE Disaster Epidemiology Workshop
May 10-12, 2022

Note: Speakers bios are presented in alphabetical order by last name.

Andrew Adams
Andrew Adams is a Senior Program Analyst at CSTE, leading the organization’s COVID-19 response and coordination efforts, and oversees projects related to disaster epidemiology, while serving as the CSTE staff lead for the Disaster Epidemiology Subcommittee, and Public Health Emergency Preparedness Subcommittee. Prior to joining CSTE, Andrew spent the five years at the local level at the Riley County Health Department in Manhattan, Kansas. There, he served as the Public Health Emergency Preparedness Coordinator and epidemiologist on staff, where he worked with community members at the local, regional, and state levels to ensure overall preparedness for a wide range of public health threats, emergencies and events. As the local ESF 8 Coordinator within the County’s emergency planning & response infrastructure, Andrew also oversaw COID-19 response operations. Andrew had roles at the regional and state level as well, including serving as the Vice Chairman of the 24-county Northeast Kansas Healthcare Coalition, where members included representative from public health, healthcare, emergency medical services and emergency management, and on multiple statewide work groups including the Statewide Syndromic Surveillance Working Group and the KALD-KDHE Public Health Emergency Preparedness Advisory Committee where he helped to inform stakeholders statewide and drive preparedness forward through strategic planning and partnerships. Andrew has also previously presented on the use of syndromic surveillance in the field at a previous NACCHO Preparedness Summit, and had an abstract accepted for poster presentation for the 2020 Preparedness Summit on the use of SVI data and the creation of a vulnerable population registry in real-time emergency planning and response operations, though could not participate due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic; Andrew also presented on CSTE's COVID-19 response efforts during the 2021 Preparedness Summit.
Prior to working in public health, Andrew earned his Master of Public Health (MPH) degree from Saint Louis University College for Public Health & Social Justice, and its institute of Biosecurity, in Epidemiology & Biosecurity/Disaster Preparedness. Prior to graduate school, Andrew attended Maryville University of St. Louis, earning a Bachelor of Science (BS) degree in Biology with a concentration in biotechnology and minoring in chemistry.

Brandon Dean
Brandon Dean received a BA from BYU and MPH from UCLA, specializing in emergency public health. In 16 years with Los Angeles County—all spent in planning for, responding to, and recovering from public health emergencies—he has been lucky to work with a great team of smart people on various public health emergency projects and disasters.

Gabe Haas
Gabriel Ann Haas is currently the syndromic surveillance epidemiologist for the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, a position she has been in since 2019. She received her MPH from Saint Louis University with a dual concentration in epidemiology and biosecurity & disaster preparedness. She has spent the last 3 years maintaining situational awareness of a variety of health threats during the COVID-19 pandemic response and is passionate about leveraging syndromic data to guide public health action.
 
Tess Konen
Tess Konen graduated from the University of Michigan, School of Public Health with a master’s degree in Occupational Environmental Epidemiology. She completed a CSTE/CDC Epidemiology Fellowship at the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) in the Minnesota Tracking program. Currently, she is an environmental epidemiologist in the Minnesota Tracking program focusing on heat-illness, acute poisonings, radon, birth defects, climate change indicators, and disaster epidemiology. She is the chair of the CSTE Disaster Epidemiology Subcommittee and works on post-disaster, long-term surveillance planning at MDH.

Elizabeth Rubin
Elizabeth Rubin is an epidemiologist at the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health's Emergency Preparedness and Response Division, where she uses data and spatial analysis to improve public health emergency planning. She is currently the division’s lead analyst for using emPOWER data and for planning for at-risk populations. Originally from Skokie, Illinois, she received her bachelor's degree in biology from Oberlin College and Master's in Public Health from the University of California Los Angeles Fielding School of Public Health.

Svetlana Smorodinsky
Svetlana Smorodinsky, MPH is a Disaster Epidemiologist with the Environmental & Occupational Emergency Preparedness Team, California Department of Public Health. She provides training and expertise in disaster epidemiology and participates in preparedness and response activities related to environmental and occupational incidents. She’s a co-chair of CSTE Disaster Epidemiology subcommittee and represents “Health” on California Region II Local Emergency Planning Committee. Svetlana is always excited to bridge the gap between Disaster Epi and Emergency Management.

Maureen Wimsatt
Maureen Wimsatt, PhD, MSW, is the President and Principal of the Center for Healthy Children and Communities, Inc., located in Sacramento. Dr. Wimsatt has 20 years of experience conducting community-based assessment, evaluation, and research, with a focus on projects that aid vulnerable children and communities. Her work primarily supports community-based organizations and public health jurisdictions in gathering feedback from stakeholders to affect public health practice and systems-level change. Dr. Wimsatt also has extensive experience implementing community-based initiatives with tribal communities, urban Indian health organizations, and Alaska Native villages. Dr. Wimsatt has a PhD from the University of Maryland, a Master of Social Work with focus on rural populations from Eastern Washington University, and a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology and Applied Statistics from the University of Michigan.
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