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Speaker Biographies – Day 2
CSTE Disaster Epidemiology Workshop
May 10-12, 2022

Note: Speaker’s bios are presented in alphabetical order by last name.

Andrew Adams
Andrew Adams is a Senior Program Analyst at CSTE, leading the organization’s COVID-19 response and coordination efforts, and oversees projects related to disaster epidemiology, while serving as the CSTE staff lead for the Disaster Epidemiology Subcommittee, and Public Health Emergency Preparedness Subcommittee. Prior to joining CSTE, Andrew spent the five years at the local level at the Riley County Health Department in Manhattan, Kansas. There, he served as the Public Health Emergency Preparedness Coordinator and epidemiologist on staff, where he worked with community members at the local, regional, and state levels to ensure overall preparedness for a wide range of public health threats, emergencies and events. As the local ESF 8 Coordinator within the County’s emergency planning & response infrastructure, Andrew also oversaw COID-19 response operations. Andrew had roles at the regional and state level as well, including serving as the Vice Chairman of the 24-county Northeast Kansas Healthcare Coalition, where members included representative from public health, healthcare, emergency medical services and emergency management, and on multiple statewide work groups including the Statewide Syndromic Surveillance Working Group and the KALD-KDHE Public Health Emergency Preparedness Advisory Committee where he helped to inform stakeholders statewide and drive preparedness forward through strategic planning and partnerships. Andrew has also previously presented on the use of syndromic surveillance in the field at a previous NACCHO Preparedness Summit, and had an abstract accepted for poster presentation for the 2020 Preparedness Summit on the use of SVI data and the creation of a vulnerable population registry in real-time emergency planning and response operations, though could not participate due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic; Andrew also presented on CSTE's COVID-19 response efforts during the 2021 Preparedness Summit.
Prior to working in public health, Andrew earned his Master of Public Health (MPH) degree from Saint Louis University College for Public Health & Social Justice, and its institute of Biosecurity, in Epidemiology & Biosecurity/Disaster Preparedness. Prior to graduate school, Andrew attended Maryville University of St. Louis, earning a Bachelor of Science (BS) degree in Biology with a concentration in biotechnology and minoring in chemistry.

Diana Henderson
Diana Henderson has worked at the University of California San Diego for the past three years. Immediately after being hired as a Campus Space Analyst, Diana was asked to “stand-up” a GIS program. One of the first projects, in which Diana showcased the value of geospatial mobile workflows and analysis, is on display in this panel. In fact, this project was a major impetus for the University to provide funding and support to fully realize operational and maintenance GIS.



Nishant Kishore
Nishant Kishore is a Steven M. Teutsch Public Health Analytics and Modeling Fellow working in the Global Immunization Division at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. He primarily works in the Polio Eradication Branch. He is also a researcher working with CrisisReady which works with international agencies, governments, NGOS, and technology companies to implement Data, Methods, and Translational Readiness for response to health emergencies and disasters. Nishant earned a PhD in Epidemiology and SM in Biostatistics from the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health in July 2020 where his research focused on incorporating mobility and remote sensing data into existing modeling frameworks. This included modeling SARS-CoV-2 transmission within and between populations, evaluating behavior change in response to lockdown notifications and building analytic pipelines to inform response efforts in acute natural disasters. Before pursuing his doctoral studies, Nishant worked as a data manager and a mobile data collection systems developer at the CDC Foundation. In his free time he enjoys biking, rowing and exploring the food scene in Atlanta.

T.J. Pierce 
T.J. Pierce I joined the CDC’s Environmental Public Health Tracking Program in 2019 as a member of the science team. T.J.’s primary responsibilities for the Tracking Program include being the subject matter expert for our COVID, CDC PLACES, and CDC BRFSS data which are hosted on their portal. T.J. is the science contact on the Environmental Justice Tiger Team and is very involved in the development and maintenance of the EJ Dashboard. Prior to joining Tracking, I received my MPH in Global Environmental Health from Emory University in 2019.

CAPT Doug Thoroughman
CAPT Doug Thoroughman is a U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Career Epidemiology Field Officer who has been assigned to the Kentucky Department for Public Health (KDPH) since August, 2002. He earned a PhD in Epidemiology at Emory University in 1996 and joined CDC’s Epidemic Intelligence Service (EIS), serving at Indian Health Services’ (IHS) Headquarters Epidemiology Program in Albuquerque. He took one of the first CEFO positions nationally in Kentucky in 2002, where he has helped to build public health preparedness and epidemiologic capacity. He has served as the Deputy State Epidemiologist for Kentucky since 2013 and as the Acting State Epidemiologist in 2016-17 and from April 2018 to May 2021. Dr. Thoroughman has worked in the arena of disaster epidemiology throughout his time in Kentucky, responding locally, nationally and internationally to hurricanes, tornadoes, pandemics, environmental disasters, and other public health disasters. Doug has been a part of the Disaster Epi Workgroup since it was founded in 2010.

Margaret Warner
Dr. Margaret Warner is a Senior Epidemiologist at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics.   Dr. Warner is working to improve national mortality data quality for sudden and unexpected deaths using multiple cause of death data from the National Vital Statistics System, free text from death certificates, and death investigation data from medical examiners and coroners.  As part of her work on surveillance, Dr. Warner is coordinating and promoting public health surveillance efforts in the offices of medical examiners and coroners.    Dr. Warner has published over 75 articles and reports.  She received her doctorate from the Johns Hopkins School of Public Health and studied injury epidemiology on a Fulbright Fellowship at the University of Otago in New Zealand.

Maureen Wimsatt
Maureen Wimsatt, PhD, MSW, is the President and Principal of the Center for Healthy Children and Communities, Inc., located in Sacramento. Dr. Wimsatt has 20 years of experience conducting community-based assessment, evaluation, and research, with a focus on projects that aid vulnerable children and communities. Her work primarily supports community-based organizations and public health jurisdictions in gathering feedback from stakeholders to affect public health practice and systems-level change. Dr. Wimsatt also has extensive experience implementing community-based initiatives with tribal communities, urban Indian health organizations, and Alaska Native villages. Dr. Wimsatt has a PhD from the University of Maryland, a Master of Social Work with focus on rural populations from Eastern Washington University, and a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology and Applied Statistics from the University of Michigan.

Yijian Zong
Yijian Zong is the tech lead of the UCSD RTL (Return To Learn) engineering team, responsible for architecting infrastructure that enables the tracing and effective visualization of COVID-19 data. He has been working on the RTL program for two years. He is currently working on modernizing the workflow using Kubernetes.
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