ESSENCE 101 Breakout Rooms – discussion questions

[bookmark: _GoBack]Quiz: Elements of a Query
According to epidemiologic case definition principles, what are the key elements that a query might need to include, in order to return the ? 
Hint: look over https://www.cdc.gov/urdo/downloads/casedefinitions.pdf and https://www.cdc.gov/csels/dsepd/ss1978/lesson1/section5.html “Defining a case”

Is there such thing as a “right” or “wrong” query for syndromic surveillance? [bonus: how would we know? For example, how might we test the “sensitivity”, “specificity”, “false positive”, or “false negative” rate of a query with regard to a true case?]
Example / hint: thinking back to the earlier days of the COVID-19 pandemic, do you think the syndrome definition evolved over time? What changes may have been made over time?

Breakout Room Quiz: Natural Language Complications
In a search using the free-text string ^COVID^, records were returned including some of the following chief complaints. Which of the following might we exclude in a COVID case definition? (how would you exclude?)
· “Suspected COVID”
· “ILI not COVID”
· “Fatigue / side effects associated with COVID vaccine”
· “patient had no COVID vax[ccine]”
· “wanted to make sure its not COVID”
· “had a recent COVID infection”


