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This issue of the Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance Task Force Newsletter is an update on the progress of the CDC/CSTE/APHL Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance Task Force.  The work of the ARSTF begins with planning and planning consist of assessment and the development of recommendations for action.  
Over the last several months the Task Force has been at work to assess and make recommendations on the following strategic objectives that the Task Force identified as priorities in the Strategic Map and Profile.  Most of the work of the Task Force is now being done by two Work Groups:  The Lab Work Group is addressing the first three objectives, and the Informatics Work Group is addressing the next three, and both are addressing the last objective.
These are the priority Strategic Objectives from the ARSTF’s Strategic Plan that are the priorities for this planning year:
[bookmark: _Hlk507442730]Objective C-1 (Informatics WG):  Evaluate, enhance and promote existing systems, processes and tools.
Objective D-2 (Informatics WG):  Integrate epi, lab and clinical data.
Objective C-2 (Informatics WG):  Leverage shared technical infrastructure and services.  
[bookmark: _Hlk506922770][bookmark: _Hlk503515884]Objective B-4 (Informatics WG):  Enable or improve capture of data using standardized vocabulary codes for new tests and other antimicrobial resistance data.

Objective B-5 (Laboratory WG):  Implement a strategy to extract suppressed antimicrobial susceptibility test results that are critical to public health surveillance and response.
Objective C-4 (Laboratory WG):  Establish and align standards for data collection, transmission and provisioning.
Objective A-5 (Both WGs):  Increase public health, lab and clinical informatics capacity.
In December, members of the Task Force, its component Workgroups (Lab, Informatics, and CP-CRE), and subject matter experts met in Atlanta for a two-day in-person meeting to finalize the plan the rest of this planning year (July 2017-June 2018), to develop the assessment plan, and to begin to collect information for the assessment itself.
The Lab and Informatics WGs are now finalizing the assessment plan.  Documents are being gathered and surveys and focus groups of stakeholders and key informants will be held between now and early April.  The Assessment will be completed end of April.  
The next in-person meeting of Task force members and subject matter experts will be held in May – where recommendations informed by the assessment and aimed to achieve the priority Strategic Objectives will be drafted. 
The Task Force will post the draft assessment and recommendations on the CSTE website in June and will present them at the CSTE Annual Meeting June 14-18.  Comments and suggestions offered during the Annual Conference and in response to the CSTE website posting during June will be incorporated and the final assessment and recommendations will be completed and publicized by June 30.
An ad hoc workgroup, the CP-CRE sub-Workgroup of the Informatics WG, made recommendations to CDC on which data elements should be used for national reporting of Carbapenemase-producing CRE.  These recommendations have been finished and submitted to CDC, and CDC will use the recommendations to develop the Message Mapping Guide instructions that will be used by states to submit CP-CRE reports to CDC.
The ARSTF continues to engage subject matter experts and other interested persons. 
How to get involved
· Sign up for the email list if you aren’t already on it
· Check the resource links below regularly for updates
· Join an ARSTF workgroup – for more information, contact Brooke Beaulieu at brooke@cste.org
· Laboratory – Lab Data to Public Health
· Informatics – Public Health Informatics Tools
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