ARSTF Informatics Tools for Epidemiology Workgroup
Friday, October 27, 2017; 12 noon-1pm ET

Attendance:

Zints Beldavs
Patina Zarcone
Rich Melchreit
Monica Huang
Wes Kennemore
Marion Kainer
John Stelling
Scott Troppy 
Amy Drake

Notes:
· Wes presented updated version of the data flow process diagram – focused on loop from provider to clinical lab and public health lab/ARLN
· Last week, clinical lab and PH lab were combined, this version has them separated
· PT encounter obtains specimen that is sent to clinical lab for initial analysis and report, then if isolate is obtained, follow-up report on isolate
· Clinical lab may send sample to PH lab, which may be acting in its capacity as a PH lab or in capacity as a ARLN lab
· For regional ARLN labs, there is reporting back to the individual facility, e.g. for colonization testing – arrow needs to be added to this chart
· Should be sample/isolate sent to higher level – isolates are typical, but samples are also often sent
· Suggest making language/grammar in the boxes more consistent for clarity
· PH lab and ARLN are in same lane – PH labs are also the first level of ARLN, ARLN regional lab is a separate lane
· From state perspective, often think about ARLN as being the regional labs, but this is technically correct
· Change label to “PH lab (also part of ARLN Network)” to clarify
· In some cases, provider might bypass clinical lab and send samples directly to PH lab
· If state goes into facilities and does surveillance cultures and tests at PH lab, is this indicated anywhere? Not accounted for currently, need to add.
· Sometimes samples go directly to CDC, bypassing clinical, PH, and ARLN – need to build this into diagram
· Maybe keep diagram simpler and add footnotes to indicate other options
· Layering – plan to drill down one more layer to show process, either as another picture or as a document with process description. Prefer visual representation in diagram
· Wes did research and found a tool that we can use to present this on a website, click to drill down into different layers. Can import into the tool once built in Visio, host it on a server 
· Interfacility transfers should be accounted for, could be multiple different facilities
· This diagram is a sample-centric model, hard to represent a patient-centered concept like interfacility transfer of information 
· Facility to facility communication, may involve a registry – information transfer could be captured in this diagram 
· Perhaps this could be a drill down layer in the provider/facility lane
· More information on registries? 
· Use IL XDRO registry or NHSN as models
· TN is finalizing their registry based on their communicable diseases surveillance system
· OR has legal requirement for key information that has to be transferred between facilities, working on registry to handle. Will send info
· Wes will update this diagram and send new version to the group
· Rich gave a brief overview of an informatics presentation that was done on the ARSTF lab workgroup call on Thursday. Nancy Cornish from CDC presented on various initiatives working on standardizing coding. Recording and slides will be posted on Basecamp once it’s available. 
· Ideas for existing resources for environmental scan
· Rich – suggest thinking in terms of two phases, first to identify stakeholders, valuable guidance documents, prior work, publications, plans, etc. that we may want to look at. 
· Phase 2 is to come up with scheme of further assessments, surveys, etc., proactive gathering of information not covered by the first phase
· Scott – suggest emailing this group and ask in a brief survey about existing resources
· Categories to ask about in survey:
· Stakeholders, partner organizations
· Publications, guidance documents, plans, reports, etc.
· Tools, systems, software, hardware
· Other information? 
· Next steps:
· Action items for next call: 
· Wes will flesh out the map to discuss at next meeting
· Zints will send requirements for interfacility transfer notification
· Also send information on IL XDRO registry 
· Monica will post information on lab informatics webinar
· Monica and Rich will send out environmental scan questions
· Next call is in one week: Friday, November 3, 12 noon-1pm ET
· No call on November 10, Veterans Day holiday
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