ARSTF Work Group 1: Data Standardization, Reporting, and Linkage
March 13, 2019 | 1:00pm – 2:00 pm EST
Audio of the call can be accessed here. 

Minutes
Members on the call: Steven Gitterman, Jason Hall, Jennifer Huang, Ann Kayser, Wes Kennemore, Nikki Marchan, Richard Melchreit, Dawn Sievert, Logan Smith, John Stelling, Scott Troppy (Lead), Michael Waters, Mary Wedig

1. Review of minutes
a. Minutes will be uploaded to Basecamp. If a workgroup member was present on the call but their name is not in the minutes please inform Nikki as the members on the call is one of the markers we need to keep track of.  
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction of SHIELD by Michael Waters and Steven Gitterman
a. Michael waters and Steven Gitterman provided an overview of FDA’s Systemic Harmonization and Interoperability Enhancement for Laboratory Data (SHIELD) and answered questions from workgroup members. SHIELD stakeholders represent >50 institutions, including FDA, CDC, NIH, CMS and EHR Vendors
i. There are different types of device and techniques used for antimicrobial resistance surveillance. If the information is captured in a similar way it could be populated in a single location and generate utility from the data. However without the data interoperability there is ambiguity without a clear way to utilize the information. 
ii. SHIELD helps addresses this problem by employing consensus processes to leverage existing lab data standards and infrastructure, develop tools to fill lab data interoperability gaps and expedite ubiquitous adoption and implementation of SHIELD infrastructure. 
iii. FDA Perspective on LOINC for IVDs
1. Any similar coding system for characterizing IVDs (e.g. LOINC) is voluntary and will not be required or reviewed by FDA
2. FDA strongly encourages use of FDA-recognized consensus standard structured data format to communicate IVD descriptive coding.
3. A 3rd party resource for codes (and coding) could aid in harmonization efforts (e.g. Regenstrief)
b. Workgroup can re-invite Michael Waters and Steven Gitterman to a future call to walk through the recommendations in greater detail to see where/if some of the recommendations fit in with their current workplan. 
3. Introduction to the Jason Hall (CDC) 
a. Rich previously shared the recommendations with Jason Hall, who is involved in CDC’s ELC, specifically as it relates to ELR. Jason Hall’s feedback included:
i. CDC can play a role in disseminating the information more broadly to states and encourage incorporating the recommendations into their ELR practices. 
ii. In this year’s ELC there was no special instructions in the guidance concerning working specifically on ELR as it relates to AR. However it did include a priority enhancement to their information systems to enable automatic processing of ELR, including complete susceptibility findings. 
iii. CDC will be releasing supplemental guidance to the states. This guidance can give further information about ELR activities and it can include reference to the workforce’s recommendations. They are currently working on drafting the supplemental guidance and can share once a first draft is completed. 
iv. In terms of routing HL7 messages from the AR Lab Network through AIMS, it ought to be done, but would be funded through another cooperative agreement. But there is an agreement that it should be part of the overall data flow.
4. Next steps summary       
a. Riki Merrick, APHL’s Informatics Terminologist, will speak on the next call
b. Jason Hall will share the first draft of the supplemental guidance for the WG to comment on.
c. Michael Waters and Steven Gitterman will be invited to a future call to discuss the recommendations further.
d. Jennifer Huang to speak on a later call concerning AR Lab Network and tracking accession numbers. In addition Jennifer and a few workgroup members can participate in a smaller call to discuss the AR Lab Network at a high level with some detail regarding messaging and data sharing.
5. Adjourn
