ARSTF Work Group 2: Data Suppression and Breakpoints
February 28, 2019 | 3:00pm – 4:00 pm EST
Audio of the call can be accessed here.

Minutes
Members on the call: Emily Craig, Alex Daniels, Julien Grass, Janet Hindler, Sopheay Hun, Megin Nicols (LEAD), Joe Lutgring, Nikki Marchan, Richard Melchreit, Shelley Magill, Jean Patel, John Stelling, Jean Whichard, Hsiu Wu
1. Review of minutes 
a. Minutes will be uploaded to Basecamp. If there are corrections to be made contact Nikki.
b. The calls will be recorded and attached to the minutes for all future calls
2. Introductions of new members 
a. Joe Lutgring – works in CDC’s Division of Healthcare Quality Promotion (DHQP) Clinical and Environmental Microbiology Branch (CEMB). Joe is an ID physician and clinical microbiologist working on AR surveillance
b. Shelley Magill – works in DHQP’s Epidemiology Research and Innovations Branch. Shelly is an ID physician and the Medical Director for the Healthcare Associated Infections and Community Interface Activity
c. Julien Grass – an epidemiologist who works in Shelly’s group. Specifically works on the Multi-site Gram negative Surveillance Initiative (MuGSI)
d. Jean Whichard – works in the National Antimicrobial Resistance Monitoring System for Enteric Bacteria (NARMS).
e. Jean Patel – Science lead in CDC’s Antibiotic Resistance Coordination and Strategy Unit (ARX). Jean is a clinical microbiologist and was the former chair of CLSI’s subcommittee for antimicrobial susceptibility testing 
3. Refresher review of the recommendations
a. The recommendations on breakpoints and data suppression can be found on Workgroup 2’s Charge document. The workgroup can suggest edits but major changes will have to be approved by the governance workgroup. 
4. Suppression        
a. Contacts with Vendor Groups
i. Susceptibility Testing Manufactures’ Association (STMA) - representatives from the main diagnostics manufacturers of susceptibility testing systems
1. Janet Hindler contacted one of the members and sent information. That member will share the information with other members of STMA to see if they are interested in participating or commenting on any of the recommendations. 
ii. BioMérieux
1. NHSN will have an in-person meeting with BioMérieux next week. Hsiu Wu will let the workgroup know what was shared and if there were strategies discussed that would be helpful. Will also advocate for sharing the expert rules. 
iii. Healthcare Information and Management Systems Society (HIMSS) 
1. Megin has reached out to the group to see if a representative would be interested in joining a call or workgroup.
iv. International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers & Associations (IFPMA): 
1. Megin has reached out to the group to see if a representative would be interested in joining a call or workgroup.
v. FDA
1. Michael Waters and Steven Gitterman from FDA will join the call next week. They are part of the Systemic Harmonization & Interoperability Enhancement for Lab Data (SHILED) which has several vendor representatives on it.
vi. Another method of general outreach to organizations the workgroup can utilize is to craft a letter of invitation with information on the workgroup activities and recommendations. 
5. Breakpoints
a. The CLIAC Summary from the November 2018 meeting shows the recommendations on antibiotic resistance activities that were adopted (CMS require clinical labs to convert to contemporary AR breakpoints in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions and for FDA to update guidance to prioritize manufacturers integration of updated breakpoints). 
b. After CLIAC meetings, a letter is drafted that goes to HHS with the recommendations, and that has to go through several stages of approval before being sent to the appropriate agency. The CLIA group at CMS has not received the letter yet. However FDA and CMS heard were present at the November meeting and are aware of the recommendations. 
c. CAP (College of American Pathologists, who provide accreditations to labs in the US) is also aware of this issue and may have a more rapid way to implement this recommendation. CAP-accredited laboratories must have a CAP inspection with a checklist that is consistent with CLIA but can have additional requirements for laboratories. Therefore it is possible CAP may implement changes in laboratories before there is a change from a federal agency. 
6. Basecamp
a. Documents, including agenda, minutes and background information, are uploaded by staff (Rich, Kelly or Nikki) in the Docs & Files folder. If a workgroup member would like a document uploaded please send it to a member of the staff
b. If any workgroup members have issues logging on or navigating Basecamp please let the staff know
7. Review of Action Items
a. Workgroup members to send examples of user-defined suppression  rules for the purpose for stewardship
b. Workgroup members should send contact information of members from APIC/IDSA who can provide the clinical/antimicrobial perspective. 
8. Confirm next call date and time 
a. The calls will be set-up on a reoccurring schedule for every two weeks. Nikki will send a Doodle poll to determine the best time and day. 
