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FYI CLSI M39 will use new terminology: single-facility antibiogram; multi-facility antibiogram. We will include more specific instructions for the latter in the next M39 (to be completed by summer and published in late 2019 or early 2020).

Some questions/suggestions/comments for us to consider:
1. What questions would we (PH) like to answer by collecting single-facility antibiogram data? 
a. To prepare a multi-facility antibiogram that can be used to:
i. Guide empiric therapy? 
Please note that recommendations in M39 are primarily focused on guiding empiric therapy. 
ii. Monitor AR? 
Please note that M39 recommendations for selecting the first isolate /patient is not best to monitor AR.  But, is generation of a multi-facility antibiogram from single-facility antibiograms  “good enough” here?
b. Identify weaknesses in single facility antibiograms and help single facilities become more knowledgeable about optimum analysis/ preparation / presentation / use of cumulative antibiograms.
c. Other?
2. What data now available in single-facility antibiograms are most important to answer our questions?
3. Are there significant "extra" data in single-facility antibiograms that are not needed to answer our questions?
4. What degree of accuracy is needed to answer these questions?
5. What actions might result from collecting single-facility antibiogram data?
6. How do we intend the data to be used by PH?
7. How do we intend the data to be used by the community, e.g., clinicians for empiric therapy; ASP; infection preventionists? (all these at single facilities and beyond).

Additional comments:

1. Antibiograms can be very useful, providing that they are prepared, used and promoted to answer questions to serve some aspect of healthcare.  However, many are just out there as little more than pretty reports.   

2. M39 WG is in the process of preparing a troubleshooting guide with the intent for this to help labs at the local facility level get more accurate date.  We will likely collaborate with APHL, ASM and CDC in this effort.

3. We also intend to prepare some companion papers to accompany our next version of M39.

4. LAC DPH is sending out a request for data from labs to prepare our 2018 LAC multi-facility antibiogram.  As part of this request, we are asking labs a few questions to see if they are compliant with M39.  We intend to send this out later this month.


 
