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Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)
CDC Situation Summary: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-
updates/summary.html
ADHS: https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-
disease-epidemiology/index.php#novel-coronavirus-home
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS ESSENCE email alerts for Coronavirus
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
si.gn up for ADHS ESSENCE email alerts for Coronavirus.

• Intended to an alert
• Not sending to many details
• MEDSIS Resources will have Line List with more information
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS ESSENCE email alerts for Coronavirus
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS ESSENCE email alerts for Coronavirus
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS ESSENCE email alerts for COVID-19

• Reviewing the Free Text Fields in NSSP ESSNECE for a visit of interest can provide 
situational awareness.

• Data is electronic and automated vs other data sources.  Data may be available daily 
for certain facilities in your local public health jurisdiction.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS ESSENCE email alerts for COVID-19
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS ESSENCE email alerts for COVID-19

12
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS ESSENCE email alerts for COVID-19

*Not all facilities send procedure codes and text.
*Reviewing additional fields available in ESSENCE can provide greater detail about the 
visit.  If access is available for the Medical Record, additional details, may assist in 
narrowing areas to review to understand what took place during the visit.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS ESSENCE email alerts for COVID-19

*Not all facilities send procedure codes and text.
*List is not exhaustive.
*Reviewing additional fields available in ESSENCE can provide greater detail about the 
visit.  If access is available for the Medical Record, additional details, may assist in 
narrowing areas to review to understand what took place during the visit.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS ESSENCE email alerts for COVID-19

*Not all facilities send procedure codes and text.
*List is not exhaustive.
*Reviewing additional fields available in ESSENCE can provide greater detail about the 
visit.  If access is available for the Medical Record, additional details, may assist in 
narrowing areas to review to understand what took place during the visit.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List.

MEDSIS portal (https://connect.azdhs.gov) or direct link 
(https://medsisprod.azdhs.gov/medsis)
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https://connect.azdhs.gov/
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

• Click on the spreadsheet for the month of the email alert to review the snapshot line 
list.  The spreadsheet will download for you to review.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

• If the visit of interest Highly Likely Match for case in MEDSIS, Search the spreadsheet 
by scrolling to the right and locate the MEDSIS Case ID.  

• Note: Example is intended for demonstration purpose and is NOT an actual visit of 
interest.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

• Note: Example is intended for demonstration purpose and is NOT an actual visit of 
interest.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

• Review the Likely_Cases_in_MEDIS tab of the spreadsheet from MEDSIS Resources, 
to find additional information about the MEDSIS Case that likely matched the NSSP 
ESSENCE visit of Interest.  This includes details for lab results and lab history 
available for the MEDSIS case.

25



Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

• This includes details for lab results and lab history available for the MEDSIS case.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

• Note: Example is intended for demonstration purpose and is NOT an actual visit of 
interest.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

• If the visit of interested is NOT a Highly Likely Match for a case in MEDSIS, Find the 
Hospital Name and Medical Record Number (MRN).  
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

• If the visit of interest Highly Likely Match for case in MEDSIS, Search the spreadsheet 
by scrolling to the right and locate the MEDSIS Case ID.  

• Note: Example is intended for demonstration purpose and is NOT an actual visit of 
interest.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

• Scroll to the right and locate the MEDSIS Case ID. 
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

• Note: Example is intended for demonstration purpose and is NOT an actual visit of 
interest.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

• Use the MEDSIS Case ID using the Search Function in MEDSIS to locate and review 
the record.  Determine if there is any additional information that NSSP ESSENCE 
could provide for the case record.  

• Note: Example is intended for demonstration purpose and is NOT an actual case in 
MEDSIS..

34



Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS ESSENCE email alerts for Coronavirus

• If the visit of interest in NSSP ESSENCE did not match a MEDSIS ID, than this may be 
an early alert and notification that a visit of interest with COVID-19 symptoms has 
been detected in the syndromic surveillance data.

• This may be an opportunity to review the record and determine if this visit of 
interest should be reported into MEDSIS for COVID-19.

• It may also be an opportunity to collect additional information for the visit that may 
not be reported in MEDSIS that can be used to complete the reporting information, 
it may provide actionable information for additional prevention or control measures 
that need to be taken, it may also provide additional details for situational 
awareness to review protocols and procedures for COVID-19 activities and focus on 
opportunities for outreach and education.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

• Scroll to the right of the Suspected in MEDSIS Tab, and locate the columns 
“Reported_in_MEDSIS, Matched_MEDSIS_ID, MEDSIS_Case_Classification”.

• If a MEDSIS Case ID is “N/A” or “Not Applicable”, then look up the visit of interest in 
NSSP ESSENCE for additional details.

• The line list in MEDSIS Resources is just a snapshot of information looking at 3 
surveillance systems (NSSP ESSENCE, MEDSIS, ELR).  Further review of the systems 
and the related data associated with the information provided in this snapshot view 
is recommended.

• Guidance for looking up the visit of interest with the name of the hospital and 
Medical Record Number are provided in the next set of slides.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

• Open NSSP ESSENCE to review additional information.   Determine if the visit of 
interest should be entered as a case in MEDSIS and if additional information is 
needed from the hospital.  

• Note: Example is intended for demonstration purpose and is NOT an actual visit of 
interest.

• The example is highlighted in yellow, Date of visit of interest= 03/20/2020, 
HospitalName=Canyon Vista Medical Center and the 
Medical_Record_Number=983450, MEDSIS Case ID= 20-3498761.

• Click on the Query Portal and query the Hospital and Medical Record Number for the 
visit of interest.

• Select the Facility Location (full details) under the drop down of Data Source. 

38



Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

• Change the Start Date to shorten the time frame for searching for the visit of 
interest.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

Select the Hospital field.  The Hospital List will appear.  In the Search String box, enter 
“az” and “Apply”.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

• Click on Select to move the Hospital Name to the Selected Query Fields. 
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

Select the Hospital field.  The Hospital List will appear.  In the Search String box, enter 
“az” and “Apply”.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

• Again Select the next query parameter in the Available Query Fields.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

• In the C_BioSense_ID, use the following format to query the field for the 
Medical_Record_Number, “^Medical_Record_Number^”.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

Copy the Medical_Record_Number from the spreadsheet.  
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

• Paste the Medical_Record_Number into the C_BioSense_ID field in the format 
described above in NSSP ESSENCE.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

Then Select C_BioSense_ID to move over to the Selected Query Fields.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

• Select the Data Details button to run the query with the Selected Query Fields to 
review the specific visit of interest.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

• Review the visit of interest in NSSP ESSENCE or export the Data Details to review in 
Excel.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources ESSENCE Line List

• To Export the Data Details, Select the hyperlink for MS Excel Raw Values.  Make sure 
when you download any data or visualizations from NSSP ESSENCE it is done on a 
public health device.

• Note: Example is intended for demonstration purpose and is NOT an actual visit of 
interest.  Data details will show up below the column names for actual visits of 
interest.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS MEDSIS Resources for ESSENCE Line Lists for Coronavirus
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2020 MEETINGS
March 2020 (Topic: Syndromic Surveillance & COVID-19) - Recording
February 2020 (Topic: Where, Oh Where, Could Travel History Be?) -
Recording, Slides, Agenda
February 2020 Ad Hoc Meeting (Topic: Syndromic Surveillance & COVID-19) - Recording
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https://vimeo.com/398866537
https://vimeo.com/393954061
https://www.cste.org/resource/resmgr/nssp/Feb_2020_CoP_Slides_pdf.pdf
https://www.cste.org/resource/resmgr/nssp/Community_of_Practice_Call_.docx
https://vimeo.com/390509054
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