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Agenda

• Welcome and Attendance

• Emergent Conditions

–Novel Corona Virus (2019-nCoV) in Wuhan, 
China
• NSSP Updates

• ESSENCE Concepts
– New myESSENCE Dashboard Library

– Examples of Table builder for ADHS Syndromic 
Surveillance and CDC’s OD2A_Data Submission 
Template_ Rapid_ED

• Discussion

• Upcoming Meetings

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/summary.html


Emergent Conditions

–Novel Corona Virus (2019-nCoV) in Wuhan, 

China

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/summary.html


Emergent Conditions

NSSP Updates

• NSSP CoP monthly call 01/21/2019

–Future NSSP CoP calls

• Slack Channel

• CSTE call coming

• CCDD category updates coming



Emergent Conditions

NSSP Updates



Slack Channel

NSSP Updates

• healthsurveillance.slack.com

• Join thread

– #novel_coronavirus

• https://app.slack.com/client/THFGZ8BCL/CSZF7KBUY

https://app.slack.com/client/THFGZ8BCL/CSZF7KBUY
https://app.slack.com/client/THFGZ8BCL/CSZF7KBUY




Emergent Conditions

Slack Updates



ESSENCE Concepts

• New myESSENCE Dashboard Library

• Examples of Table builder for ADHS Syndromic 
Surveillance and CDC’s OD2A_Data 
Submission Template_ Rapid_ED



myESSENCE Dashboard Library

• Library can be used to upload and 
download dashboards from other 
users

• Think of it as a template library of 
dashboards



myESSENCE Dashboard Library

• Natasha Close has shared a 
dashboard called Coronavirus



Download Coronavirus Dashboard

• Go to myESSENCE

• Click on Library

• Check box next to Coronvirus
Dashboard

• Click Download



Download Coronavirus Dashboard

• Go to myESSENCE

• Click on Library

• Check box next to Coronvirus
Dashboard

• Click Download







Download Coronavirus Dashboard

• Go back to myESSENCE

• Type “Coro” in the search box

• Check box next to Coronavirus

• Click Open

• Review the dashboard

• Look for things like Data Details table







Download Coronavirus Dashboard

• Fields of Interest

–CC

–DD

–Triage Notes

–Travel History

–Clinical Impression



AZ BioSense Opioid Workgroup

– Examples of Table builder for ADHS Syndromic 
Surveillance and CDC’s OD2A_Data Submission 
Template_ Rapid_ED



How to Query in ESSENCE

Example
• Using Chrome, Edge, or Firefox web browsers follow this 

link: 
https://essence.syndromicsurveillance.org/nssp_essence/s
ervlet/DataQueryWizardServlet

• (2) Select “Query Portal” on main screen 
• (3) Select “Facility Location (Full Details)” Datasource field 
• (4) Depending on the Tier selected, select the following in 

the “Time resolution” field, select "monthly” 
• (5) Make sure “no detection” is selected in Detector field 
• (6) Keep “no percent query” in as Percent Query field 
• (7) Add in the time frame you are querying in the start date 

field. For example, “Dec 2019” 

https://essence.syndromicsurveillance.org/nssp_essence/servlet/DataQueryWizardServlet


How to Query in ESSENCE

Example



How to Query in ESSENCE

Example
• (8) From Available Query Fields, click on “Site” 

(on the left), highlight the state/jurisdiction, 
move the state over from “available” to the 
“selected” box by pressing the arrow, and then 
press select.  The selected site should appear 
on the right section of the window: Selected 
Query Fields



How to Query in ESSENCE

Example



How to Query in ESSENCE

Example
• (9) Click on “Facility Type” (on the left), 

highlight Emergency Care, and press select.



How to Query in ESSENCE

Example



How to Query in ESSENCE

Example
• (10)Click on “Has Been Emergency” (on the 

left), select “yes” and press select.



How to Query in ESSENCE

Example



How to Query in ESSENCE

Example
• To find the denominator, follow steps 11 and 12 

(DO NOT ENTER IN THE ESSENCE CODE FOR OUR 
SYNDROME DEFINITION). 

• (11) To find denominator for age group by sex, 
click on “Table Builder” – select “Month” for the 
column and both “Sex” AND “NCHS Age Group” 
for the row, click on the arrow to move “Sex” and 
“NCHS Age Group” over to the selected row 
fields, then click create table.



How to Query in ESSENCE

Example



How to Query in ESSENCE

Example
• (12) To find denominator for county, navigate 

back to the query portal by clicking the + sign 
next to “configuration options” in the top left. 
Next, select all of the counties for your 
site/jurisdiction using “Patient Location” (on 
the left, below “site”). Use the “Ctrl” key to 
select all at once.  Then click the arrow to 
move them over to the selected box.



How to Query in ESSENCE

Example



How to Query in ESSENCE

Example
• Then click on “Table Builder” – select “Month” 

for the column and “Patient Location” for the 
row, then create table. b. Please note: you 
MUST have valid zip code for each patient 
record. NSSP uses zip code to determine 
“patient location.” They do not use “patient 
county” to determine “patient location.” 



How to Query in ESSENCE

Example



How to Query in ESSENCE

Example
• To find the numerator, please follow one of these next two steps: 
• Click on CC and DD category then select “CDC All Drug v1” for all 

drug, “CDC Opioid Overdose v2” for opioid, “CDC Heroin Overdose 
v4” for heroin, and “CDC Stimulants v3” for stimulants. Do not 
select these at the same time - you must do one at a time.

•

• (13) Follow the same steps as above for sex by age group, and 
county to get the numerator for each syndrome definition. These 
steps must be repeated for each syndrome definition. For example, 
a. After doing #12 above, select table builder and add month to the 
column and sex by age group to the row.

•

• b. Then select all of the counties in that site/jurisdiction using 
Patient Location, select table builder and add week/month to the 
column and patient location to the row.



Discussion

• Do you want to incorporate tables ADHS uses 
to report to CDC included in the ADHS 
dashboard that is shared with you?

• Do you want to include a timeseries graph 
comparison to state aggregate data?

• Do you want to include a timeseries graph 
comparison to PHEP Region aggregate data?



Homework

• What questions do you have about current 
projects?

• What ideas do you have for future projects? 

• What ESSENCE questions or issues have you 
come across?

• What other resources can we work on 
putting together?



Upcoming AZ Syndromic Meetings

Exploratory 
Analysis Subgroup/ 

AZ BioSense 
Opioid Workgroup

Thursday, 
February 27 
from 1:00 –

2:00

Exploratory 
Analysis Subgroup/ 

AZ BioSense 
Opioid Workgroup

Thursday, 
March 26 from 

1:00 – 2:00



THANK YOU
syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov |  602-542-6002

vbzd@azdhs.gov  |  602-364-3854

azhealth.gov

@azdhs

facebook.com/azdhs

mailto:syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov

