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• Contact syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for questions and additional assistance.
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Knowledge Repository: https://www.surveillancerepository.org/essence-q-v50
Contact syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for questions and additional assistance.
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ESSENCE Processing Updates Effective 05/07/2019:
The new processing routines will accept the first non-null chief complaint value, even if 
that value is non-informative, until an informative chief complaint value is 
received. When the first informative chief complaint value is sent, that value will be 
preserved in the chief complaint field for that visit. Note: The history field for chief 
complaint (chiefcomplaintupdates) will include all chief complaints reported, including 
those that are non-informative, or “NICC.”

This change went into effect 05/07/2019 for prospective processing only. We are 
assessing level of effort needed to apply NICC rules to retrospective data.
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Two Areas that NSSP and JHU-APL are continuing to add new functionality.  The Data 
Quality Filters and the Data Quality Tab.  
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Two Areas that NSSP and JHU-APL are continuing to add new functionality.  The Data 
Quality Filters ties into the Technical Committee and Community made as 
enhancement recommendations for non-informative chief complaints and discharge 
diagnosis.  Example from the ESSENCE Q &A v5.0 from Aaron Kite-Powell, NSSP, was 
that these filters can help you monitor completeness overtime.  For instance if you 
want to look to see if one of your facilities added more diagnosis codes that you didn’t 
see previously, you could use these filters to assess the changes over time.

Additional Guidance from Aaron:
The difference between “available” and “informative” is that available simply looks at 
whether there is something there at all, and the informative does a little more work in 
assessing whether what is there is useful for surveillance. The technical committee 
provided a set of chief complaint terms that they deemed uninformative (included CC 
like, chief complaint present, unknown, etc). For the DD informative, this only looks for 
DDs that are not empty or blank and do not have the word “null” all by itself. These 
can be re-assessed over time to make sure nothing else needs to be added.
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Two Areas that NSSP and JHU-APL are continuing to add new functionality.  Test 
Analysis is a future Assessment that will be available soon.
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