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Objectives 

• Welcome and Attendance 
• Syndromic Surveillance Implementation Guide Updates 
• Community of Practice Updates 

– November Surveillance CoP Call 
• Disaster Surveillance 

– Natural Disasters: Hurricanes and Wildfires 

• Register for the call on 11/28/2017@1:00pm-2:30pm 

– Syndrome Definitions Committee 
• Register for the call on 12/06/2017@10AM-11:00AM 
• Syndrome Definition Library Now Available 

– Check Out AZ Contributions 

• ESSENCE Q & A 
– Register for the call 12/29/2017@11:00am-12:00pm 

• Questions and Open Discussion 
• Next Meetings 

 

http://www.healthsurveillance.org/members/member_engagement/groups.aspx?code=SCOP
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/2168546273482898690
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/6116206436909396738
https://www.surveillancerepository.org/search/syndrome
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3496533124995074819


Syndromic Surveillance Implementation Guides 

Release 2.3 of the Implementation Guide is here! 
 
After careful review of the community comments submitted during the previous comment 
period, the latest version of the Implementation Guide for Syndromic Surveillance: Emergency 
Department, Urgent Care, Inpatient, and Ambulatory Care Settings, Release 2.3 is here. 
 

– View Release 2.3 of the guide here. 
– View the Print Version here 

 
• Submit your feedback on the guide via the following webform. The comment period will be 

open from 11/8/17 through 11/22/17 11:59pm Eastern. Due to the approaching holidays, 
there will NOT be an extension of the comment period deadline. 
 
– Please make sure to include your contact information so that the Message Guide Workgroup can 

follow up if there are any questions regarding your feedback. 
– If you would like to view feedback that has already been submitted, you can view all submitted 

feedback here. 
– If you would like to show support for or against feedback that has already been submitted, you can 

add a “comment” to a feedback item (a row of the spreadsheet). For more information about adding 
comments, please see the instructions document here. 

– If you are interested in assisting with the review of these comments and the development of the 
next version of the guide, please join the Messaging Guide Workgroup.  

 

http://www.healthsurveillance.org/resource/resmgr/docs/Group_Files/Message_Guide/IMPLEMENTATION-GUIDE-FOR-SY.html
http://www.healthsurveillance.org/resource/resmgr/docs/Group_Files/Message_Guide/IMPLEMENTATION-GUIDE-FOR-SYN.pdf
http://www.healthsurveillance.org/resource/resmgr/docs/Group_Files/Message_Guide/IMPLEMENTATION-GUIDE-FOR-SYN.pdf
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/1cff366c2989441b9f9018dfe6bb58b1
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/publish?EQBCT=b121d95b87894316abbf047a15a878c5
http://www.healthsurveillance.org/resource/resmgr/docs/Trainings/Instructions_for_Submitting.docx
http://www.healthsurveillance.org/group/MGWG


Syndromic Surveillance Implementation Guides 

• ADHS Syndromic Surveillance Team 

 

– Commenting on the 2.3 Release of the 
Implementation Guide 

 

 

– Work underway to update the AZ Syndromic 
Surveillance Implementation Guide with the PHIN 
Guide 2.0 and erratum  



Onboarding Updates 

• Banner UMC Tucson Facilities 

– Banner University Medical Center-South Campus 

– Banner University Medical Center-Tucson Campus 

 

• Transitioning from EHR System on 10/1/2017 

– ADHS is in the process of revalidating the data 

– Impacts both Syndromic Surveillance and ELR 

  

 



Onboarding Updates 

• IASIS Facilities 
– Mountain View Medical Center 

– St. Luke’s Medical Center 

– Tempe St. Luke’s Hospital 

 

• Transitioning from EHR System on 10/31/2017 
– Change from McKesson to Cerner 

– ADHS will be revalidating the data and facilities have 
been placed back in the hold queue 

– Impacts Syndromic Surveillance 

 



November NSSP Update 



November NSSP Update 



November NSSP Update 



November Surveillance CoP Call 

 

 



November Surveillance CoP Call 

• Guided Discussion Questions 
– What happens when a natural disaster impacts your 

community? 

– What tools will you use during your enhanced 
surveillance? 

– How can I be more prepared when the time comes? 

– What other data would help you have a better 
situational update of the event as it is occurring? 

– What questions have you been asked in reference to 
the disaster that you have not been able to answer? 

 

 



November Surveillance CoP Call 

• Behavioral Health 

– Interest in what others have done after a disaster? 

– Partnership or outreach conducted afterwards? 



Remember to Register for future SDC Calls 



Syndrome Definition Library 
Now Available 



ESSENCE Query Writer Tool 
Now Available 



Using R shiny to Share Surveillance Data R Group 
for BioSurveillance:  

Title: 
Using R shiny to Share Surveillance Data 
  
Description: 
This presentation will cover how the shiny package can complement traditional 
surveillance reporting through online, interactive applications. I'll demonstrate a shiny 
application Cook County is currently using to share influenza data and walk through 
the steps I took to make the application and lessons learned. I'll review portions of the 
code available on Github here: https://github.com/kb230557/Flu_Shiny_App. 
  
Presenter:  
Kelley Bemis is the Enhanced Surveillance Program Manager in the Communicable 
Disease Unit at the Cook County Department of Public Health. She maintains a local 
ESSENCE instance and is responsible for seasonal surveillance of influenza and West 
Nile Virus. She is a former CDC/CSTE Applied Epidemiology Fellow and received her 
MPH from the Yale School of Public Health. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001X-5Fx9fvQ0KCtGJ4kQsz7ctraLT7qAoHJk2AQGzDhzdhJb2jkG2szdpTQf4jRJ36UZeJoeeUMsIM3BoJSPR4Ow-5FrOQqU-2DhMWW-5FVgEofqwgBgpw-5FYDtOTibbeMNVwtcgrTTeyv-5FpLZD0O49fXCyNRlcZ8gIlOb44MXGpyYaoy6FhOvxZRZ40B0pFuOK0jyoOnjJ68tlZPPqAJ8-3D-26c-3DFFqOi4WPRAeFx67vUrb7-5FdTQ9hJ13rr2yuzrlJuzE3ikwLsu4COdkg-3D-3D-26ch-3DXUnXFCI-5FeKNQDXdyf8zHNyKB285-2Ddv00LZ7YOE-5FMZAxj607rD4eHWA-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=7xsdzXc1VkZyGw_71SwgiP92fiZryvVSehvDkp0td30&r=YKThljtv33XuIcSNEXLh2kGRk86g-4r7u-kiUy0SqsA&m=0P_zpujCWcAaDMC7AAALnKPdqN9sHGwqL4e-OK8IpL4&s=xbhp4BI-bUrw68sU8r_e54kqLY3jO7orkuhVTlyVk5A&e=


From Training Requests to Action 

Date and Time:  

Wednesday, November 29, 2017 

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm EDT 

  

Presenters: 

Aaron Kite-Powell, MS, Health Scientist, CDC 

 
Wayne Loschen, MS Computer Science, Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory 

 
Description: 

Aaron Kite-Powell, M.S., from CDC and Wayne Loschen, M.S., from JHU-APL are available during 
this 60-minute session to provide an overview of tips and tricks in ESSENCE to make it more 
useful for members. Come prepared with questions regarding ESSENCE functions, capabilities and 
uses to ask the panelists during the call.  

 
Be sure to fill out the "Questions and Comments" section of the registration form to submit 
your questions ahead of time. 



Upcoming Meetings 

AZ BioSense 
Workgroup 

• Tues. Dec. 05 
from 1:00 – 2:00 

Exploratory 
Analysis Subgroup 

• Thurs. Dec. 28 
from 1:00 – 2:00 



THANK YOU 
syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov  |  602-542-6002 

vbzd@azdhs.gov  |  602-364-3854 
 

 azhealth.gov 

 

@azdhs 

facebook.com/azdhs 

mailto:syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov

