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Onboarding is currently on hold during the transition to the new environment of the 
BioSense Platform. 
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There has been a drop in late January and early February for the Banner 
Health/Cerner facilities.  ADHS is working with both partners to get the data back to 
the expected daily volume and to resend backed data. We are hoping this will be 
resolved this week.  There was also a drop in early February for the Carondelet Health 
Network/Cerner facilities.  Both partners have worked together to fill the historic data 
during this time.  If you have questions at any time about interpreting the syndromic 
data, please contact syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov. 

6 



https://www.cdc.gov/nssp/events/grantee-meeting-2017.html 
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We will be migrating information from our closed “Arizona BioSense Workgroup and 
Exploratory Analysis Subgroup” group on the current ISDS Community Forum to the 
new ISDS Website.  ISDS will invite the Community of Practice (CoP) to the new 
website on it’s release date March 15, 2017.  One of the goals of this new website is 
to make it easier to connect with people in the Syndromic Surveillance CoP.  Part of 
our efforts to do this is to encourage partners to not only to become members 
(Membership to the new website is free, yes FREE!) on the new website but also to 
create a profile.  By completing your profile on the new website, it will make it easier 
for other members of the CoP to connect with you on areas of interest, collaborate to 
share code for example or best practices to resolve a data quality issue. 
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http://www.healthsurveillance.org/group/NSSPSC 
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The Arizona BioSense Workgroup and Exploratory Analysis Subgroup do utilize the 
Health Services Portal.  In order to access our information, workgroup/subgroup 
members will need to sign an updated HSP User Agreement. 
 
Please keep in mind that if we don't receive the new signed user agreement by 
March 9, 2017, your HSP account will be suspended and you will no longer have 
access to HSP, MEDSIS or PRISM applications. 
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http://www.syndromic.org/events/isds-webinars/upcoming-recent/1093-essence-
training-using-queries 
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https://www.cdc.gov/nssp/success-stories.html 
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https://www.cdc.gov/nssp/documents/forms/nssp-success-stories-template-
20170201.pdf 
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https://www.cdc.gov/nssp/new-users.html 
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https://www.syndromicsurveillance.org/ 
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https://www.cdc.gov/nssp/documents/success-story-chemical-spill-20170201.pdf 
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http://www.healthsurveillance.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=927819&group=190
174 
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http://www.healthsurveillance.org/page/knowledgerepository 
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http://www.syndromic.org/cop/bpug 
 
http://ncdetect.org/case-definitions/ 
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The decision made by the workgroup from our survey is to proceed with option 2.  
The ADHS Syndromic Surveillance Team will work with the CDC NSSP team to create 
individual county “locker” views for the database tools, Adminer Webquery Tool and 
RStudio Professional, for AZ authorized users. Keep in mind that there is more data 
available in ESSENCE than we previously had.  Some of the current authorized users 
may not need to use the database tools because the data may be accessible in 
ESSENCE.  ESSENCE also dedupes the messages to be visualized at the visit level.  Line 
lists can be downloaded from ESSENCE.  The database has all of the data received at 
message level, where multiple messages are sent that make up the entire patient visit 
(messages for when patient is admitted to the ED, given a diagnosis, discharged and 
any updates to the visit).   Hospital partners do not need to make any changes for 
their interfaces that would be affected by this decision.  The Data Use Agreements 
will not require changes for either option to be created for Adminer or RStudio 
Professional. 
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R Group for BioSurveillance: http://www.syndromic.org/cop/r 
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Big Thank Yous to Rasneet Kumar at the Maricopa Department of Public Health and 
Kara Tarter at the Arizona Department of Health Services for all their work on the 
dashboards and the DRAFT Protocol. 
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Example of the Dashboard shared with participating counties. 
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