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• Welcome and Attendance

• Reminder for BioSense Liaisons

• Updates

– Onboarding

• Banner UMC Tucson Facilities

– Legacy Data

• Review In Process

– BioSense Platform Summer Server Upgrades 2018

– Community of Practice

• NSSP CoP call 06/19/2018@1-2:30pm AZ time 
– Summer Surveillance

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8363372915608977665


• Year 3 Charter

– Objective and Deliverable Status:

• 2-Training Methods and Needs for BioSense Platform 
Users
– SAS Pilot Experience and Feedback-Kara Tarter, ADHS

– CC and DD Category Syndromes and other ESSENCE 
enhancements updates

• 3-4-New Use Cases 

• 4-Conference 2018 Abstracts

• 4-Success Stories
– Request for your input: Do you have any success stories to 

share?

• Questions 

• Other items





Electronic Partners Status Update

Hospital Onboarding

Registration of Intent = 69

Hold Queue = 43

Testing = 0

Validation = 2

Production = 24

Data Use 
Agreements

Hospitals = 66

Local Public Health 
Jurisdictions = 15



Onboarding Updates

• Banner UMC Tucson Facilities

– Banner University Medical Center-South Campus

– Banner University Medical Center-Tucson Campus

• Transitioning from EHR System on 10/1/2017

– ADHS continues the process of revalidating the data

– ADHS is waiting on Banner Health and Cerner to 
implement an update for county codes



Reminder for BioSense Liaisons

• Staff Changes

– If you have new staff or staff that no longer need 
access to the syndromic surveillance data, contact 
syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov. 

– If you have new staff or need a quick reminder on 
how to use ESSENCE, let our team know.

• We can schedule a call with you.

mailto:syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov


Legacy Data Project

• ADHS is in the process of meeting with NSSP to 
discuss what we found in our review of Legacy 
Data

• Our review process was more detailed than 
most other sites
• Able to do true parallel validation



National Syndromic Surveillance Program (NSSP) Update:

Questions and Tips

• NSSP will be making server upgrades in July

• No dates have been released yet

• Expected down time

• Send in any special data request
• Enhanced surveillance
• Data Access Requests
• Projects



National Syndromic Surveillance Program (NSSP):

BioSense Platform Summer Server Upgrade





NSSP Update:
Questions and Tips

• Do you find that this is a helpful resource to 
learn about ESSENCE?

• Would you like to have an example from 
another jurisdiction using a feature discussed 
in the articles? 

• Would you like to see more examples shared 
when new enhancements are available in 
ESSENCE?
• What information is helpful for you?



Remember to Register for NSSP CoP June Call



Remember to Register for NSSP CoP February Call

• The next call will be held on June 19, 2018, 
3:00–4:30 PM ET

• Trending Topic-Pending

– Summer Surveillance-Lessons Learned from Last 
Year’s Hurricane Season.



Charter 2017-2018

Objective 1: Continue to increase awareness among 
acute care facilities (hospitals) about how BioSense 
data is used.

Deliverable 1: Implement a process to provide 
outreach to acute care facilities regarding updates, 
use, onboarding, etc., at a state and/or local level.   
Report on the status of the decided process(es).



Charter 2017-2018

Objective 2: Collaborate with the ADHS BioSense team, 
NSSP and ISDS to determine training needs, conduct 
trainings, review training and guidance materials, and 
disseminate training materials to relevant users.

Deliverable 2: Determine the best methods to train users on 
the BioSense Platform based on the evaluation of needs and 
available resources. Report on the number of users trained 
for use of the BioSense ESSENCE and/or back end analysis 
and the available methods and resources available.



SAS Pilot



Syndrome Definition Committee (SDC) Calls

• Reasons you should attend the calls or listen 
to recordings

– Group has been developing a syndrome definition 
to be added as a CC DD Category to NSSP ESSENCE

– Lessons Learned from this process are being 
documented in a future guidance document

– Process can be applied to other use cases for 
syndrome definition development and intended to 
be a NSSP Community of Practice resource



How can this help AZ?

• Materials can be accessed at any time, if you 
have an account on healthsurveillance.org.

• Lessons Learned can be utilized by the 
Exploratory Analysis Subgroup when working 
on new uses cases for AZ.

• ESSENCE users can learn about the syndrome 
definition process with context.



Syndromic Surveillance Public Health Emergency 
Preparedness Response and Recovery (SPHERR) Committee



SPHERR Committee Calls

• Reasons you should attend the calls or listen 
to recordings

– Group has been hosting practice exchange calls

– Lessons Learned from this process can assist 
practitioners in their jurisdictions implement ideas 
applicable to their needs

– Process can be applied to other use cases for 
syndromic surveillance and intended to be a NSSP 
Community of Practice resource



How can this help AZ?

• Materials can be accessed at any time, if you 
have an account on healthsurveillance.org.

• Lessons Learned can be utilized by the 
Exploratory Analysis Subgroup when working 
on new uses cases for AZ.

• ESSENCE users and Community of Practice 
(CoP) members can learn about the practice 
exchange process with context.



Charter 2017-2018

Objective 3:  Assist ADHS and local health department 
users adapt to the NSSP transition. Continue to develop 
new and advance existing use cases which will include 
maintaining updates for current protocols. 

Deliverable 3:  Define new use cases for Arizona and 
any revisions for existing use cases.  Report the number 
of use cases for routine analysis and event/outbreak 
analysis.



New Use Cases

• Call went out on Exploratory Analysis Subgroup 
meeting in April

• By May
– Maricopa County and ADHS presentation on use of 

syndromic surveillance for Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever

– Request sent out for participation in new use case for 
Varicella Syndromic Surveillance

• Susan Robinson, ADHS
• Xandy Peterson, ADHS
• Laura Erhart, ADHS
• Chelsey Donohoo, Coconino County
• Who else???



Knowledge Repository

• Kara Tarter, ADHS and Rasneet Kumar, MCDPH 
are working together to add an external 
version of the Arboviral Syndromic 
Surveillance Protocol to the Knowledge 
Repository.



Charter 2017-2018

Objective 4: Evaluate Arizona’s syndromic 
surveillance use cases and validate BioSense 
data.

Deliverable 4: Present to workgroup and/or 
subgroup results of evaluation. Report on 
number of evaluations presented.



Conference Abstracts

• Abstracts accepted 
–Council of  State and Territorial 

Epidemiologist (CSTE) Conference
•2 for Maricopa County

–Public Health Informatics (PHI) 
Conference
•1 ADHS

•1 ADHS and ISDS



• Are there other success stories we could 
submit?



Exploratory Analysis Subgroup Projects

• New Use Cases?

• Any Collaborative Ideas?



Annual NSSP Recipient Meeting



Roundtables

• Information Sharing and Reporting 

• Data Flow, Data Quality, and Data Validation 
Production Process and Onboarding Process



Community of Practice Session

Request for your input: 

Do you have any success stories on 
how the CoP has been used by 
members to increase or enhance their 
SyS practice?



Questions
Feedback



Upcoming Meetings

Exploratory 
Analysis 

Subgroup

Thursday, 
June 28 from 
1:00 – 2:00

Exploratory 
Analysis 

Subgroup

Thursday, 
July 19 from 
1:00 – 2:00



THANK YOU
syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov |  602-542-6002

vbzd@azdhs.gov  |  602-364-3854

azhealth.gov

@azdhs

facebook.com/azdhs

mailto:syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov

