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• Welcome and Attendance

• Reminder for BioSense Liaisons

• Charter

– Year 4 Objectives and Deliverables

• Questions 

• Other items





Electronic Partners Status Update

Hospital Onboarding

Registration of Intent = 69

Hold Queue = 43

Testing = *2

Validation = 2

Production = 24

Data Use 
Agreements

Hospitals = 66

Local Public Health 
Jurisdictions = 15



Reminder for BioSense Liaisons

• Contact List

• Please review the contact list by COB 10/16/2018 for 

» Any changes or updates

» No changes needed

– Contact syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more 
information. 

mailto:syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov


Charter 2018-2019

Objective 2: Collaborate with the ADHS BioSense team, 
NSSP and ISDS to determine training needs, conduct 
trainings, review training and guidance materials, and 
disseminate training materials to relevant.

Deliverable 2: Determine the best methods to train users on 
the BioSense Platform based on the evaluation of needs and 
available resources. Report on the number of users trained 
for use of the BioSense ESSENCE and/or back end analysis 
and the available methods and resources available.



2018-2019 Training

• Data Quality
• RStudio Pro
• SAS Studio
• Train the Trainer Resources?



• What are your Training 
Needs?

• Format

• Content

How can 
you help us 
achieve the 
objective?



NSSP Community of Practice



NSSP SAS Studio



NSSP SAS Studio



Machine Learning ?s



Syndrome Definition Library
Injuries



Syndrome Definition Library
Injuries getting more attention 
through NSSP Collaborations





Do you have projects or 
interests in area of 
injuries?

• Provide feedback on

• syndrome definition process

• Questions for upcoming 
webinars

• Participate in forums

How can 
you help us 
achieve the 
objective?



Charter 2018-2019

Objective 3:  ADHS and local health department 
users with BioSense Platform tools, to develop new 
and advance existing use cases which will include 
maintaining updates for current protocols. 

Deliverable 3: Define new use cases for Arizona and 
any revisions for existing use cases.  Report the 
number of use cases for routine analysis and 
event/outbreak analysis.



2018-2019 Use Cases

Ongoing Use Cases: 4
Arboviral

HRI
Mass Gatherings

Opioid Overdoses

New Use Cases: 4
ILI

AFM
Varicella 

RMSF



Varicella ESSENCE 
Workgroup

• Provide feedback on 
syndrome definition 
process

How can 
you help us 
achieve the 
objective?



NSSP Community of Practice



Exploratory Analysis Subgroup Projects

• New Use Cases?

• Any Collaborative Ideas?



Charter 2018-2019

Objective 4: Evaluate Arizona’s syndromic 
surveillance use cases and validate BioSense 
data.

Deliverable 4: Present to workgroup and/or 
subgroup results of evaluation. Report on 
number of evaluations presented.



AZ BioSense Opioid Workgroup

• BioSense Liaisons

–Check your email for survey later today

• Projects



CDC Opioid Crisis Funds

• Enhance the use of syndromic surveillance for 
the opioid crisis by:

• Increasing the number of facilities reporting, 
expand representativeness

• Increasing the use of syndromic surveillance for 
opioid-related events at local, state and national 
levels



County Involvement

• Enhance opioid biosurveillance activities through 
the use of systems such as MEDSIS, syndromic 
surveillance, prescription drug monitoring 
program, death data, hospital discharge data, 
EMS data, poison control and other data systems.  
(This is meant to be flexible to allow for county-
specific needs.)

• Active participation in the Arizona BioSense 
Opioid Workgroup, including webinar 
attendance.  



Additional Project

• Compare visits across syndromic surveillance and 
hospital discharge database – do syndromes look 
the same?

• Evaluate if HDD can be reported faster by piggy-
backing on the syndromic surveillance reporting 
method
• Data elements

• Process and workflow

• User needs

• Recommendations



Questions
Feedback



Upcoming Meetings

Exploratory 
Analysis 

Subgroup

Thursday, 
October 26 from 

1:00 – 2:00

Exploratory 
Analysis 

Subgroup

Thursday, 
November 20 

from 1:00 – 2:00



THANK YOU
syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov |  602-542-6002

vbzd@azdhs.gov  |  602-364-3854

azhealth.gov

@azdhs

facebook.com/azdhs

mailto:syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov

