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The Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE), in collaboration with the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) National Syndromic Surveillance 
Program (NSSP), will virtually convene the 2020 Syndromic 
Surveillance Symposium from November 17-19, 2020. Mark your calendar for the 
following dates and times:

Tuesday, November 17, 2020 – 1:00-5:00pm ET
Wednesday, November 18, 2020 – 1:00-5:00pm ET
Thursday, November 19, 2020 – 1:00-5:00pm ET
Registration for the 2020 Syndromic Surveillance Symposium is open NOW 
through Monday, November 9, 2020 (EOD) –
register HERE:https://cste.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2tOcVM15yIkZgIR. See 
attached for the event flyer.

CSTE is partnering with Kahuina Consulting to help provide an engaging and 
interactive virtual forum for the syndromic surveillance community to exchange 
experiences, share best practices, and take away innovative solutions and strategies 
for advancing syndromic surveillance practice. Attendees will have opportunities to 
learn new skills from technical experts, from the basics to latest analytical techniques. 
There will also be a forum to discuss the future of the NSSP Community of Practice 
and increasing syndromic surveillance capacity at the state, local, and nation levels. 
The Planning Committee is working diligently to identify quality content and ways to 
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facilitate virtual networking with colleagues over the three (3) consecutive 
afternoons.
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Comprehensive
• Not all hospitals in AZ can or do participate
• Currently have 76 facilities in 13 counties (total is for ED and Inpatient facilities)

• Represents 89% of all ED visits that occur in AZ
• Represents 90% of all Inpatient visits that occur in AZ 

6



Comprehensive
• Not all hospitals in AZ can or do participate
• Currently have 76 facilities in 13 counties

• Represents 89% of all ED visits that occur in AZ
• Represents 90% of all Inpatient visits that occur in AZ 

7



8



9



CDC COVID Data Tracker Trends in ED Visits: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-
tracker/#ed-visits
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As discussed on the September 22nd NSSP Community of Practice call (CoP) call, an 
enhancement is being planned for the public-facing COVID Data Tracker 
(https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker). The enhanced design will provide more 
geographically granular views of various community indicators including case metrics, 
laboratory metrics, hospitalization metrics, and percentages of ED visits attributed to 
COVID-like illness (CLI) and Influenza-Like illness (ILI). During this call, I discussed CDC 
response leadership’s request to include county-level time series for these metrics. 
Community members provided feedback expressing concerns about this proposal. 
Therefore, CDC has adapted in the following ways:
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