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The Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE), in collaboration with the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) National Syndromic Surveillance 
Program (NSSP), will virtually convene the 2020 Syndromic 
Surveillance Symposium from November 17-19, 2020. Mark your calendar for the 
following dates and times:

Tuesday, November 17, 2020 – 1:00-5:00pm ET
Wednesday, November 18, 2020 – 1:00-5:00pm ET
Thursday, November 19, 2020 – 1:00-5:00pm ET
Registration for the 2020 Syndromic Surveillance Symposium is open NOW 
through Monday, November 9, 2020 (EOD) –
register HERE:https://cste.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2tOcVM15yIkZgIR. See 
attached for the event flyer.

CSTE is partnering with Kahuina Consulting to help provide an engaging and interactive 
virtual forum for the syndromic surveillance community to exchange experiences, share 
best practices, and take away innovative solutions and strategies for advancing 
syndromic surveillance practice. Attendees will have opportunities to learn new skills 
from technical experts, from the basics to latest analytical techniques. There will also 
be a forum to discuss the future of the NSSP Community of Practice and increasing 
syndromic surveillance capacity at the state, local, and nation levels. The Planning 
Committee is working diligently to identify quality content and ways to facilitate virtual 
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networking with colleagues over the three (3) consecutive afternoons.

5



The Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE), in collaboration with the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) National Syndromic Surveillance 
Program (NSSP), will virtually convene the 2020 Syndromic 
Surveillance Symposium from November 17-19, 2020. Mark your calendar for the 
following dates and times:

Tuesday, November 17, 2020 – 1:00-5:00pm ET
Wednesday, November 18, 2020 – 1:00-5:00pm ET
Thursday, November 19, 2020 – 1:00-5:00pm ET
Registration for the 2020 Syndromic Surveillance Symposium is open NOW 
through Monday, November 9, 2020 (EOD) –
register HERE:https://cste.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2tOcVM15yIkZgIR. See 
attached for the event flyer.

CSTE is partnering with Kahuina Consulting to help provide an engaging and interactive 
virtual forum for the syndromic surveillance community to exchange experiences, share 
best practices, and take away innovative solutions and strategies for advancing 
syndromic surveillance practice. Attendees will have opportunities to learn new skills 
from technical experts, from the basics to latest analytical techniques. There will also 
be a forum to discuss the future of the NSSP Community of Practice and increasing 
syndromic surveillance capacity at the state, local, and nation levels. The Planning 
Committee is working diligently to identify quality content and ways to facilitate virtual 

6

https://cste.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2tOcVM15yIkZgIR


networking with colleagues over the three (3) consecutive afternoons.

6



To join, please submit your request here: 
https://cste.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_721Ioa5BmlANKS1
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Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)
CDC Situation Summary: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-
updates/summary.html
ADHS: https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-
disease-epidemiology/index.php#novel-coronavirus-home
ADHS Data Dashboard: https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-
control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/covid-19/dashboards/index.php

*Facilities currently being onboarded and moved into production for the first time or 
being revalidated, are asked to send historical data starting 1/1/2020.
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Basecamp: https://3.basecamp.com/3164497/projects/17031830
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about the survey to 
sign up for ADHS ESSENCE email alerts for Coronavirus.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information about NSSP Data 
Sharing https://www.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/index.html#ed-visits

• Now going Live in November 2020 with Community Profiles and CBSAs
• Data Requests for national CLI trends have been submitted to NSSP.  Discussions with 

the NSSP CoP are taking place as a collaborative approach to address these requests.
• NSSP CoP September 2020 Call has updates from NSSP
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information.

• Request training if you aren’t sure how to set up a particular query.
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1) If you want to look at All ED and Inpatient Visits, make sure you include the Facility 
Type.  If you have access to multiple data access rules and you only want to data for 
your county, add the Hospital Region field for your county to this query.

2) By Adding both 2019 and 2020, we can stratify the data with the data series 
options.

3) If you want to look at just ED or Inpatient Visits, we can add the Has Been filters for 
Patient Class E and I.  You can also do this for Urgent Care Facility Type and 
Outpatient Patient Class.  The reason you want to add the Has Been fields if you 
want to look at individual Facility Types is that there could be data quality issues 
that are missed by the first filter at the Facility Type.  To ensure you are really 
focusing on the Facility Type of EDs for example, you want to add the Has Been E 
filter. 

4) You can also use the overlay function to look the trends between years.

Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information.
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• Request training if you aren’t sure how to set up a particular query.

15



Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information.

• Request training if you aren’t sure how to set up a particular query.
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1) Use that Data Series Options to Stratify by Year in the Within Category Stratification

Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information.

• Request training if you aren’t sure how to set up a particular query.
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1) Use that Data Series Options to Stratify by Year in the Within Category Stratification
2) Choose the Update Button

Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information.

• Request training if you aren’t sure how to set up a particular query.
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1) Make sure you in your data alignment you select Start Together

Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information.

• Request training if you aren’t sure how to set up a particular query.
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1) Note the drop in visits in MMWR week 43 2020 is due to data still be transmitted to 
the NSSP ESSENCE 

Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information.

• Request training if you aren’t sure how to set up a particular query.
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1) The CLI CC with CLI DD and Coronavirus DD v1 does not contain the Influenza
Diagnosis Codes.

2) NSSP recommends looking at the trends for CDC Coronavirus DD v1 and CDC 
Influenza DD v1 to get a sense of the diagnosis codes being used.  You can also look 
at the trend for the COVID19 Positive Results v2 in the Lab Data in ESSENCE to 
overlay all 3 trends.  It can also be difficult to parse out the free text symptoms in 
the CC, Clinical Impression, Triage Notes and a reason for looking at the diagnosis 
codes.

3) It should also be considered that the massive amount of COVID-19 testing could 
impact the trend.  Influenza testing is not conducted at the same level COVID-19 
currently is.  We also do not have the availability to compare the Influenza Lab Data 
in ESSENCE yet.

Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information.

• Request training if you aren’t sure how to set up a particular query.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information.

• Request training if you aren’t sure how to set up a particular query.
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Add both of the syndromic CCDD Categories to your initial query so that you can stratify 
the 2 CCDD categories.  You can also use the overlay function to look at these 2 CCDD 
Categories.  If you want to add a 3rd CCDD Category with another data source like the 
lab data you will need to use the overlay functionality.

Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information.

• Request training if you aren’t sure how to set up a particular query.

27



1) Use that Data Series Options to Stratify by CCDD Category in Next Step

Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information.

• Request training if you aren’t sure how to set up a particular query.
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1) Use that Data Series Options to Stratify by CCDD Category in the Within Category 
Stratification

Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information.

• Request training if you aren’t sure how to set up a particular query.
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1) Use that Data Series Options to Stratify by CCDD Category in the Within Category 
Stratification

2) Choose the Update Button

Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information.

• Request training if you aren’t sure how to set up a particular query.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information.

• Request training if you aren’t sure how to set up a particular query.
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1) Make sure when you set up your overlay, you know if you want to set up like you did 
your original query and just change the CCDD Category selected as we did in this 
example for CDC Influenza DD v1.  Otherwise you may half to redo this step as you 
cannot reconfigure your overlay graph once you add it to the original graph at this time.

Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information.

• Request training if you aren’t sure how to set up a particular query.
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Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information.
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1) Use CTRL to select more than one CCDD Category

Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information.

• Request training if you aren’t sure how to set up a particular query.
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1) Use that Data Series Options to Stratify by CCDD Category in Next Step
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1) Use that Data Series Options to Stratify by CCDD Category in the Within Category 
Stratification

Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information.
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1) Use that Data Series Options to Stratify by CCDD Category in the Within Category 
Stratification

2) Choose the Update Button

Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information.

• Request training if you aren’t sure how to set up a particular query.
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Would this CCDD Category be helpful for you?  Other jurisdictions like WA, TN, IL, WI, 
are using this syndrome to explore complications with pregnancy with COVID-19.

Contact Syndromicsurveillance@azdhs.gov for more information.

• Request training if you aren’t sure how to set up a particular query.
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1) Use that Data Series Options to Stratify by CCDD Category in the Within Category 
Stratification
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