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Syndromic Surveillance 
   

New User Checklist 
Syndromic surveillance provides public health officials with a timely system for detecting, understanding, and 
monitoring health events. By tracking symptoms of patients in emergency departments—before a diagnosis is 
confirmed—public health can detect unusual levels of illness to determine whether a response is warranted. 
NSSP’s BioSense Platform hosts the Electronic Surveillance System for the Early Notification of Community-
based Epidemics (ESSENCE)—a system that will let you analyze events of public health interest, monitor 
healthcare data for events that could affect public health, and share data and analyses. 

Getting Started 

1. Obtain your BioSense Platform (AMC and ESSENCE) credentials from ADHS 

2. Watch the Arizona Syndromic Surveillance Overview & Demo video 

3. Complete the ESSENCE Online Training Course 

Additional Resources 

1. BioSense Platform Quick Start Guide for Using ESSENCE PDF document 

2. NSSP Community of Practice website  

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) National Syndromic Surveillance 
Program (NSSP) Community of Practice (CoP) provides a collaborative framework for public health 
professionals to work together to identify and use best practices and standards for syndromic 
surveillance. Through peer-to-peer collaborative activities, members of the NSSP CoP come together 
virtually to share information, build knowledge, develop expertise, and solve problems. 

3. NSSP Data Dictionary download  

4. NSSP Knowledge Repository  

5. Search for “ESSENCE Training” in the Knowledge Repository for more training videos 

6. View the Final Event Packet for the 2020 NSSP Syndromic Surveillance Symposium 

7. NSSP New Users webpage 

8. Join the NSSP Community of Practice and the Slack Channel! 

Involvement in the NSSP CoP and its related groups is voluntary, free of charge, and open to any 
person or organization interested in advancing syndromic surveillance. 

CSTE supports and moderates the NSSP Community of Practice Slack Workspace. The Slack 
Workspace is a communication tool and collaboration platform for advancing syndromic surveillance 
practice. Use it to easily share information with peers, plan projects, and accelerate data analyses. 
You must be affiliated with a federal agency (FTE or contractor) or STLT health department. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UAzbTA0J_pw
https://vm-ncr5.outer.jhuapl.edu/nssp_online_training/ESSENCE_Online_Training/ESSENCE_Online_Training.htm
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.cdc.gov_nssp_biosense_docs_biosense-2Dplatform-2Dquick-2Dstart-2Dguide-2Dfor-2Dessence.pdf&d=DwMFAw&c=7xsdzXc1VkZyGw_71SwgiP92fiZryvVSehvDkp0td30&r=suybvMW0N7X_nFenDddM36rITRSkGYO1etUbGko2r2Y&m=X6YEswDogWUc8Lb2kciXznfzrH0BEi4F_XVHrT5fvdQ&s=hoTzphvg9QIS-vLr2URoBo_0akjQ68BCDqz_oxiKXO4&e=
https://nsspcommunityofpractice.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/nssp/biosense/docs/NSSP-Data-Dictionary-508.xlsx
https://knowledgerepository.syndromicsurveillance.org/
https://knowledgerepository.syndromicsurveillance.org/search?search_api_views_fulltext=essence%20training&sort_by=search_api_relevance&sort_order=DESC&f%5B0%5D=field_primary_topic_areas%3A11
https://nsspdev.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2020-Syndromic-Surveillance-Symposium-Event_Final_Packet-1.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nssp/new-users.html
https://nsspcommunityofpractice.org/join-participate-and-get-involved/
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