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1. Name this Entry: CIFOR, Epi-Ready, and NEARS, OH MY! Three ways to prepare for and respond to Foodborne Illness Outbreaks.

2.  Please select your preferred session format from the available options.
· 90 Minute Panel - moderator and 2 to 4 panelists
	
3. Please select the track and sub-track that best represents your abstract.
· Food Safety>Food Safety & Defense

4. Please provide the full text of your abstract (~500 Words)*:

A great number of tools and resources exist for state, tribal, local, and territorial (STLT) regulatory organizations and members of the food industry to effectively and efficiently prepare for and respond to foodborne illness outbreaks. During this session, speakers from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Tennessee Department of Health, representing the TN Center of Excellence (TN CoE), and the Council to Improve Foodborne Outbreak Response will share valuable resources available for both the regulatory and industry communities that work to safeguard our food supply.

The National Environmental Assessment Reporting System (NEARS) is a surveillance system-- an organized infrastructure that enables the ongoing, systematic collection, management, analysis, interpretation, and dissemination of foodborne illness outbreak environmental assessment data. These assessment data, typically collected by regulatory environmental health staff during outbreak investigations, describe the environment in which the outbreak occurred and the contributing factors and environmental antecedents to the outbreak. Because they provide details on the causes of outbreaks, these environmental assessment data are valuable in ending the immediate outbreak, but also in preventing future outbreaks. 
The Tennessee Center of Excellence (TN CoE) has specialized in training and developing resources to support local foodborne investigation teams. The TN CoE has specifically focused on delivering a two-day Epi-Ready Team Training. Epi-Ready describes the various components of an outbreak investigation by reviewing the roles and responsibilities of the outbreak team. To measure the training impact, TN CoE developed a 6-month impact assessment for Epi-Ready participants. This presentation will cover the findings of those assessments and share additional information about the course. 
The Council to Improve Foodborne Outbreak Response (CIFOR) has released the Third Edition of the CIFOR Guidelines to assist in foodborne outbreak investigations and response both in English and in Spanish.  Accompanying these guidelines are a plethora of tools and resources such as a Toolkit for assessing capabilities and areas for improvement in a regulatory organization and guidelines for the industry on how to prevent, prepare for, and respond to outbreaks.  These and other tools are made available by CIFOR to assist in the prevention of outbreaks to help end immediate outbreaks, and to address recurring, emerging, and persisting foodborne concerns related to outbreaks. Reoccurring and persistent strains (also known as REP strains) of pathogens continue to cause foodborne illness outbreaks. A portion of this presentation will be how the CIFOR tools and resources can be used to address REP strains and prepare jurisdiction more fully to respond to outbreaks.
The three pronged approach of empowering regulatory jurisdictions to collect data and report into national systems (NEARS), educating the various sectors of foodborne illness outbreak response including epidemiologists, laboratorians, and environmental health professionals (EpiReady Course), and providing tools and resources to prepare for and respond to outbreaks (CIFOR resources), help our food safety professionals address current issues, prepare for future outbreaks, and help to reduce the overall number of foodborne illness outbreaks that impact our communities. 

5. Please provide a teaser for your session (~100 Words)   *
A great number of tools and resources exist for state, tribal, local, and territorial (STLT) regulatory organizations and members of the food industry to effectively and efficiently prepare for and respond to foodborne illness outbreaks. During this session, speakers from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Tennessee Department of Health, representing the TN Center of Excellence (TN CoE), and the Council to Improve Foodborne Outbreak Response will share valuable resources available for both the regulatory and industry communities that work to safeguard our food supply.

6. What level of EH knowledge/experience should an attendee have for this session to appeal to them?  *
· All

7. What are the key takeaways for this session (~50 words)  *

Epi-Ready Team Training is a useful tool for investigation teams to gain a better understanding of the roles and responsibilities involved in outbreak response and improving communication between team members.

Environmental assessment data reported into NEARS can help identify the causes of foodborne illness outbreaks, help to end an immediate outbreak, but and prevent future outbreaks.

Tools and resources offered by CIFOR can help STLT regulatory organizations prepare for and respond to foodborne illness outbreaks and prevent reoccurrence


8. While NEHA plans to have the 2022 AEC in person, our first priority remains the health and safety of our community. If the conference should be made entirely or partly virtual, would you still be willing to present your abstract?
· I am able to present virtually if needed

9. Speaker Information 
Speaker 1
· Dr. Laura Brown
· Speaker 1 Credentials/Certifications
· lrg0@cdc.gov
· Section Lead of the Safe Food Team, National Center for Environmental Health
· Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
· Dr. Brown began her career at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Division Environmental Health Science and Practice almost 20 years ago as a Behavioral Scientist. She applied her behavioral science expertise to the study of restaurant food safety practices. Dr. Laura Brown currently serves as the Division’s Lead of the Safe Food Section.

The Safe Food Section is a multidisciplinary team that conducts research and surveillance on retail food safety and foodborne outbreaks. This team has conducted studies on a variety of restaurant food safety topics, including ill food workers, hand hygiene, and food cooling practices. Findings from these studies have identified gaps in restaurant food safety practices and interventions to improve these gaps, and have led to food safety policy improvements. This team also manages the National Environmental Assessment Reporting System, or NEARS program. This program is focused on collecting and analyzing data from the environmental health component of foodborne outbreak investigations to improve outbreak investigation and prevention.


Speaker 2 
· Siobhan
· Dodds
· MPH
· siobhan.dodds@tn.gov
· TN CoE Epidemiologist
· Tennessee Department of Health
· Siobhan Dodds currently serves at the Integrated Food Safety Centers of Excellence (CoE) Epidemiologist. Her main responsibilities are to coordinate CoE activities. This includes development, management, and evaluation of training and educational resources offered by the TN CoE. Additional duties include performing grant writing activities and reports, developing and delivering multi-discipline foodborne outbreak trainings for public health staff, and partnering with university experts in projects focused on enhancing food safety in Tennessee. She is also responsible for leadership of the CoE Communications and Training work groups which promote and map existing and new training opportunities to competencies for epidemiologist and environmental health specialist. At the Chicago Department of Public Health, Ms. Dodds implemented the departments first student team of foodborne illness investigators. She developed all training materials and investigation protocols. As result of her work with the student team she collaborated with communicable disease program investigators, managers, epidemiologists, and medical directors to standardized protocols for the investigation of all reportable diseases in the City of Chicago. Her duties also included conducting quality analysis of foodborne illness complaint systems and CDC grant metrics.
 
Speaker 3 
· Ernest 
· Julian
· Ph.D.
· ernest.julian@comcast.net
· President
· Foodborne Illness Prevention and Investigations

[bookmark: _Hlk85547329]Dr. Julian serves as President of Foodborne Illness Prevention and Investigations and serves as an expert witness concerning foodborne illnesses.  He retired in May as Assistant Director of Health for the Rhode Island Department of Health, where he served as Chief of the Division of Food Protection for over 30 years.  Prior to this, he worked for the Connecticut Department of Health for 14 years and was responsible for training and certifying state and local officials in food safety.  He served as President of the Association of Food and Drug officials (AFDO), of NEFDOA, of the Connecticut Environmental Health Association, and as Chair of the NSF Council of Public Health Consultants.  

Dr. Julian also serves as Co-chair of the Healthy People 2030 Foodborne Illness Reduction Committee and of the Produce Workgroup.  He serves as AFDO’s representative to the Council to Improve Foodborne Outbreak Response (CIFOR), and the CDC FSMA Surveillance Workgroup.  He is a co-author of the CIFOR Guidelines and has served as a Lead Instructor for Louisiana State University’s Managing Food Emergencies course.   He is also an Adjunct Assistant Professor at Brown University. He is a recipient of the AFDO Wiley Award and the President’s Award, the FDA Commissioner’s Special Citation, and the CDC & ATSDR Honor Award.

Once approved by PPD Leadership, please go to the online portal and submit information electronically. 



