
CORHA Laboratory Workgroup Conference Call - MINUTES
November 04, 2019 (9 – 10 am) EST
In attendance:

Members:  Jafar Razeq (Co-Chair; APHL, CT), Dan Diekema (Co-Chair; UoI), Rita Parke Stainback (ACLA, LabCorp), Kaede Ota Sullivan (SHEA, TU), Kamal Singh (ASM, Northshore), Dawn Seivert (CDC), Monica Schroeder (CSTE), Martha Ngoh (ASTHO), Kate Heyer (ASTHO)

Liaisons & Staff:  Kelly Wroblewski (APHL), Angela Fritzinger (APHL), Puja Shah (CSTE), Wendy Bamberg (CSTE)
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· Project and Goals: 
· Chapter 6:  Laboratory Best Practices in Support of Healthcare-Associated Infection and Antimicrobial Resistant Pathogen Outbreak Response
· Final draft from our workgroup by end of February (tentative)
· Final draft after feedback and review by and with other CORHA groups – June (tentative)
· Workgroup may modify outline as appropriate to laboratorians

· Guidance Document Key Points from the CORHA LW Charge: 
· Inform laboratory-based stakeholders about the roles and responsibilities of epidemiology partners in the context of HAI/AR response 
· SPHL to loop in epidemiology partners if receiving request for typing multiple isolates from a healthcare facility/provider for an apparent cluster/outbreak investigation
· SPHL/SHD to address issues such as sample/isolate retention and reporting of potential outbreaks by commercial/private/academic labs, in-state and out-of-state (incorporating these into guidance or administrative codes)
· SPHL/SHD to develop/maintain inventory of which tests (e.g., AST, resistance mechanisms, relatedness x organism) are available at which labs; provide advice (e.g., for LHDs, hospitals or other healthcare facilities) on how to access these services (suggestion from May 2018 in person meeting to adapt approach or language from PulseNet guidance);
· Academic or reference labs to recognize obligations to report potential outbreaks (e.g., in context of request for typing clusters) directly or to remind the requestor
· Commercial/clinical labs to be knowledgeable of state reporting requirements 
· Explore best practices in developing and sharing antibiograms (e.g., data that are timely and relevant within specific regions, localities, patient populations or facility types) in parallel with the CSTE/CDC/APHL Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance Task Force.

· Recommendations from LW:
· Break up outline in 3 major sections:
· Section 1:  Intro/Background/Types of Labs
· Section 2:  Outbreaks / Epi
· Section 3:  Types of Tests
· Add validation of HAI/AR test/method validation information for laboratorians
· Add safety practices when working with AR organisms
· Add how to present data, ie antibiogram; relevance of these reports for various audiences
· Resource material:  Manual of Clinical Microbiology, 12th ed., Chapter 10, Investigation of Disease Outbreaks
· Review a CIFOR chapter (e.g. Chapter 5) for formatting ideas; specifically the use of tables and figures verses lengthy text
· Key informant interviews may not be relevant for this chapter due to the number and diversity of SMEs in the workgroup

· Volunteers and Action Items:
· Dan and Kaede – may be best to work on Sections 2 and 3
· Dawn – may be best to work on CDC and epi-specific information
· By the end of this week, we need volunteers associated with each section.
· Angela, Jafar, and Dan will:
· Solicit volunteers by email
· Assign remaining sections
· Draft material:
· Submit to Angela information in any form (bulleted ideas, key points, and / or paragraph)
· Cite any work provided
· Submit any references you may use

· Logistics for Managing Drafts and References:
· CORHA Laboratory Workgroup SharePoint site will be used to store drafts and reference material.
· https://www.aphlweb.org/cmt/idc/CORHALWG/SitePages/Home.aspx
· Contact Angela if you are still experiencing issues with creating an APHL Account or accessing with workgroup site (angelafritzingersp@yahoo.com or 757-235-1336).
· Reminder that Basecamp is used to store finalized documents such as meeting agendas and call minutes.  Contact Angela if you experience any issues with accessing Basecamp.
· https://3.basecamp.com/3164497/
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