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    *   The Laboratory Workgroup of CORHA seeks to promote and support improvement of laboratory response to healthcare-associated infection outbreaks. The primary objective is to define public health, clinical, and commercial laboratory best practices to support outbreak detection and response. The workgroup will assist laboratorians through the development of recommendations, identifying best practices and other tools for laboratory testing, and improving collaborations with healthcare facilities and state/local public health departments. 


The workgroup is tasked with the following activities:

1. Contribute knowledge and support activities that lead to improving laboratory test methods.  The workgroup will:
1.1 Support improvement of techniques to detect specific pathogen strains (e.g. CP-CRE) helpful for outbreak response. 
1.2 Determine what laboratory test methods are practical for HAI/AR outbreak response  

2. Define surveillance reporting methods related data collection and data sharing relevant to HAI outbreak response. The workgroup will:
2.1 Determine what laboratory data would be valuable for outbreak investigation/studies. 
2.2 Make recommendations on preferred reporting methods and/or develop reporting methods for different laboratories, including clinical, commercial, research, and public health laboratories, to relevant stakeholders. 

3. Support effective communication between laboratories, healthcare facilities, and state/local health departments. The workgroup will:
3.1 Define how laboratories can assist epidemiologists with investigating routes of transmission.
3.2 Identify best practices for outbreak response from a laboratory perspective and determine the roles of each stakeholder during an investigation.
3.3 Foster relationships with valuable laboratory stakeholders 







