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CORHA Policy Workgroup Charge
Workgroup purpose:
The CORHA Policy Workgroup seeks to address the legal and policy considerations of healthcare-associated infection (HAI) outbreaks, and make policy recommendations to improve the detection, investigation, control, and response to healthcare-associated and antimicrobial-resistant infections (AMR).

Per CORHA’s strategic map, the purpose of the workgroup is to support standardized approaches to detection and reporting, and consistent and coordinated approaches to investigation and control of HAI outbreaks, including through effective public health policy.  
Workgroup objective: 
The Policy Workgroup aims to support and improve the effectiveness of HAI outbreak-related policies across the public health-healthcare continuum. 
The workgroup will address the policy and legal aspects of HAI outbreak reporting and public disclosure, as well as additional HAI outbreak policy areas as they are deemed a priority.
[bookmark: _Hlk501530249]Policy Workgroup topics for consideration:
· Legal authorities for HAI outbreak reporting, including public disclosure of outbreaks and exposure events;
· Identifying policy solutions to support best practices for HAI detection, investigation, response, and control; 
· Drug Diversion; and
· Other areas that have policy implications for HAI and AMR infection detection, reporting, investigation, and control.
Specific activities for Policy Workgroup consideration:
· Define practical HAI outbreak reporting and disclosure options and best practices;
· Describe practical timelines for HAI outbreak reporting and disclosure;
· Define and describe appropriate levels and details of HAI outbreak disclosure;
· Describe ethical and legal issues related to HAI outbreak reporting, including but not limited to public disclosure of HAI outbreaks; 
· Develop tools or provide examples of effective HAI outbreak reporting and disclosure practices;
· Describe legal issues and other aspects related to HAI outbreak reporting;
· Describe legal authorities, agencies and other entities relevant to HAI outbreak reporting; and
· Provide best-practices, supporting examples and recommendations on legal issues and aspects relating to HAI outbreak reporting.

Proposed workgroup product development:
· Identify key resources to improve and support standardized approaches to HAI outbreak reporting to public health and relevant stakeholders;
· Develop standardized tools and products to improve and support standardized approaches to HAI outbreak reporting to public health and relevant stakeholders;
· Identify key resources and best practices relevant to the legal aspects of HAI outbreak reporting; 
· Develop standardized tools and products relevant to the legal aspects of HAI outbreak reporting.

	Comment by Kate Heyer: Will not be included in final charge, but for consideration.

Proposed membership:
· Public health representative(s)
· Healthcare facility representative(s)
· Patient or consumer representative(s)
· Legal and policy representative(s)

Outbreaks of interest for 2018 includes those resulting from the following pathogens or infection types:
· CRE 
· MDR Gram-negatives 
· Clostridium difficile 
· Bacterial/other (e.g., Staphylococcus aureus) 
· Nontuberculosis Mycobacteria (extrapulmonary) 
· Candida auris 

Healthcare settings of interest include:
· Acute care hospitals
· Long term care facilities
· Dialysis facilities
· Ambulatory surgery centers
· Long-term acute care hospitals
· Outpatient healthcare facilities

Target audiences Include:
· Public health department staff
· Healthcare facility staff
· Patients and consumers
· The public
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