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Background: 
Healthcare-associated Infections (HAIs) including antimicrobial resistant (AR) pathogens cause hundreds of thousands of illnesses and deaths among U.S. patients each year. Despite significant progress, patients continue to experience illnesses associated with outbreaks and other adverse events due to delayed detection of emerging infectious diseases in healthcare settings. Consistent and coordinated approaches are needed to accelerate detection of new threats and develop tools to support outbreak investigation. To address these needs, a variety of public health and healthcare organizations have partnered to create the Council for Outbreak Response: HAI/AR (CORHA).

Methods: 
The Council functions as a multidisciplinary collective of organizations representing the interests of healthcare consumers; the medical community; state, local and territorial public health authorities; professional associations; clinical & public health laboratories; and federal agencies. Multiple workgroups have been formed to create products and identify resources aimed at improving HAI/AR outbreak response.

Results: 
CORHA has developed a variety of outbreak detection and response products through workgroups composed of representatives from each member organization. The Outbreak Detection and Reporting workgroup has developed investigation/reporting thresholds and proposed outbreak definitions for selected conditions including Candida auris, Clostridium difficile, Carbapenem-resistant Enterobacteriaceae (CRE), Scabies, and Nontuberculous Mycobacteria. The Outbreak Investigation and Control workgroup developed investigation guidance for C. auris & C. difficile and created a data dictionary/activity tracking system to assist health departments and large healthcare systems in managing information for investigations of HAI-AR outbreaks.

Conclusion:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Because of its multidisciplinary nature, CORHA is well equipped to identify and address the needs for HAI/AR outbreak detection and response activities across the healthcare spectrum. The Council continues to grow in terms of member organizations, expanding workgroup activities, and new product/resource development.
