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· We looked at NHSN data among all hospitals in Colorado
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Each year for 3 years we looked at the number of cases (I believe HO only), the number of “outbreaks,” the number of cases associated with the outbreaks, and the mean number of specimens per outbreak
· To determine an outbreak, we looked at each unit reporting data into NHSN, and within those units we determined the number of days between each consecutive specimen collection date. If it was 28 days or less, we called this an outbreak. If multiple specimen collection dates in a row were within 28 days of the previous specimen collection date, we presumed this was the same outbreak. For example, if dates of specimens were 1/5, 1/9, 1/15, 2/9, and 3/15, the outbreak would include 4 specimens (1/5, 1/9, 1/15, 2/9). Even though 1/5 and 2/19 are more than 28 days apart, 1/15 and 2/9 are within 28 days, and therefore this is considered to be the same outbreak. Since 2/9 and 3/15 are more than 28 days, 3/15 is not part of the outbreak.
· Many outbreaks would be detected using this definition. More cases than not would be considered to be part of an outbreak.

	Time period
	Number of CDIF specimens
	Number of CDIF outbreaks
	Number of outbreak-associated CDIF specimens
	Mean number of CDIF specimens per outbreak

	2015
	1,631
	337
	1,117
	3.3

	2016
	1,643
	358
	1,132
	3.2

	2017
	1,464
	294
	947
	3.2

	2015-2017
	4,738
	976
	3,233
	3.3



