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Participants will hear about the progress and updates to the Council for Outbreak Response: Healthcare-Associated Infections and Antimicrobial-Resistant Pathogens (CORHA), as it relates to CORHA’s new framework on HAI/AR outbreak patient and public notification for public health and healthcare facilities and the forthcoming CORHA High-Level Guidance (HLG) for HAI/AR Outbreak Response. Participants will participate in a discussion around patient and public notification, provide guided feedback on the framework and share experiences and resources to increase capacity for state and local HAI/AR outbreak patient and public notification activities. Additionally, participants will hear an overview of the CORHA HLG including planned chapters for development and a timeline for chapter releases. 

Brief Summary: 
Healthcare-Associated Infections (HAI) and Antimicrobial-Resistant (AR) pathogens can lead to preventable morbidity and mortality in patients receiving healthcare. Despite significant progress, patients continue to experience infections due to outbreaks and adverse events stemming from delayed recognition of emerging infectious diseases with potential for transmission, unsafe practices, contaminated drugs, and medical device risks. Consistent guidance on when to notify affected patients or a limited population of an HAI/AR outbreak is lacking. Coordinated approaches and standardized guidance are needed to conduct HAI/AR outbreak notification activities in order to detect new threats, prevent the spread of outbreaks, and better inform prevention activities.

To address these needs, CDC’s Division of Healthcare Quality Promotion (DHQP) funded the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) and the Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE) to co-lead CORHA. CORHA members include ASTHO, CSTE, CDC, and the National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO), Association for Professionals in Infection Control (APIC), Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of America (SHEA), US Food and Drug Administration (FDA), the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), and the Association of Public Health Laboratories (APHL). CORHA convenes partners and subject-matter experts representing the interests of public health and healthcare stakeholders, including the medical community, patient advocates, state, local, and territorial public health authorities, clinical and public health laboratories, and federal agencies to develop HAI/AR guidance on key areas such as detection and reporting, laboratory best-practices and policy issues. 

In 2019, CORHA’s Policy workgroup developed a framework to guide patient and public notification of HAI/AR outbreaks. The document, which aims to guide notification activities in the context of a possible HAI outbreak outlines actions for immediate notification (i.e., initial and critical communications that occur when an outbreak is first suspected), expanded notification (actions that should be performed as the investigation progresses) and public notification. The document will include case examples and resources to support the implementation of the framework. 
Additionally, CORHA’s forthcoming High-Level Guidance (HLG) for HAI/AR Outbreak Response, which is modeled after the Council to Improve Foodborne Outbreak Response (CIFOR) guidance, will cover a breadth of topics on HAI/AR outbreak response. The CORHA HLG is under development and chapters are anticipated for release starting in the fall of 2020.



During this roundtable session, participants will have the opportunity to discuss the CORHA framework for notification patient and public notification, provide guided feedback on the framework and share experiences on HAI/AR outbreak patient and public notification activities. Participants will also hear about planned chapters for the CORHA High-Level Guidance (HLG) for HAI/AR Outbreak Response and the timeline for this work.


