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February 12, 2020
Kristy Weinshel, MBA, CAE
Executive Director
The Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of America
1300 Wilson Boulevard
Suite 300
Arlington, VA 22209

Dear Ms. Weinshel,
It has been four years since the Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of America (SHEA) joined the Council for Outbreak Response: Healthcare-Associated Infections (HAI) and Antimicrobial-Resistant (AR) Pathogens (CORHA) as a member organization. We are writing to update you on CORHA’s progress in the last four years, acknowledge the important contributions of SHEA representatives on CORHA, affirm SHEA’s continued participation on CORHA and offer an opportunity for you to join a call with the CORHA Governance Committee to further discuss CORHA’s progress, future plans and new opportunities for engagement with SHEA.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]As you may be aware, CORHA, funded by CDC’s Division of Healthcare Quality Promotion and co-led by the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) and the Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE), is a multidisciplinary group that seeks to improve practices and policies at the local, state and national levels for the detection, investigation, control and prevention of HAI/AR outbreaks across the public health-healthcare continuum. CORHA’s work is guided by its Strategic Map, which was recently renewed to accommodate the growth and updated priorities of the council. CORHA’s member organizational structure includes representation from APHL, APIC, ASTHO, CDC, CSTE, NACCHO, SHEA, as well as federal liaisons from CMS and the FDA. Each member organization (with the exception of a few), designates one individual to serve as their representative on CORHA. 
Dr. Waleed Javaid currently serves as SHEA’s voting representative on CORHA and Co-Chairs the “Investigation and Control” workgroup. Additionally, Dr. Geeta Sood, currently serves on CORHA’s “Detection and Reporting” workgroup, while Drs. Christopher Baliga and Richard Martinello serve on the “Policy” workgroup. Valery Deloney also a non-voting representative, actively supports SHEA’s members on CORHA. Their participation on CORHA workgroups and other activities has contributed to the development of several products, including CORHA’s Proposed Outbreak Definitions for Nontuberculous Mycobacteria (NTM), and CORHA’s Proposed Framework for HAI Outbreak Notification. 
CORHA also continues to strengthen its relationship with SHEA and its members through its participation at SHEA meetings. CORHA members were honored to present on HAI notification and disclosure at the 2019 SHEA Spring meeting and look forward to a poster presentation and anticipated discussions on HAI notification at the upcoming 2020 SHEA Decennial conference. 
In the last four years, CORHA has laid the foundation to fulfill its mission by developing pathogen-specific products, establishing a presence in the HAI/AR outbreak community and strengthening its partnerships. As CORHA transitions into the development of the forthcoming CORHA High-Level Guidance for HAI/AR Outbreak Response (which is modelled after CIFOR’s Guidelines for Foodborne Disease Outbreak Response), it hopes to improve and sustain its relationships with key partners.
To further discuss these efforts and opportunities for collaboration, you are invited to join a call with CORHA’s Governance Committee on April 1 at 2:00 p.m. ET. Please respond to this email if you are interested and available to join this call.
We want to thank SHEA for its participation on CORHA and we look forward to continued collaboration to achieve CORHA’s mission. If you have any questions please feel free to contact Kate Heyer at kheyer@astho.org and Monica Schroeder at mschroeder@cste.org 



Sincerely,
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Gerd Clabaugh, MPA
Co-Chair
Council for Outbreak Response: Healthcare-Associated Infections and Antibiotic-Resistant Pathogens
	




Erin Epson, MD
Co-Chair
Council for Outbreak Response: Healthcare-Associated Infections and Antibiotic-Resistant Pathogens
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