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Key Objective: 
To discuss the findings from an assessment of state HAI outbreak reporting laws and key informant interviews with health department HAI coordinators.

Brief Summary:

The reporting of an HAI outbreak to a health department can trigger a health department to investigate the outbreak, and if necessary, to provide technical assistance. HAI outbreak reporting requirements differ by state, and reporting HAI outbreaks to public health influenced by state statutes, administrative codes, and internal health department policies. From 2017 to 2018, CDC’s Division of Healthcare Quality Promotion conducted a legal scan to identify a list of state laws requiring outbreak reporting from healthcare facilities to state and local health departments. Reporting requirements that used similar terms to outbreak such as “cluster,” “epidemic,” and “unusual occurrence” were also included.

Additionally, in early 2018 the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) conducted key informant interviews with select state HAI Coordinators (or their counterparts) to explore the nature of each states’ HAI/AR outbreak reporting policies. The interviews asked respondents to describe the perceived strengths and weaknesses of their states’ HAI/AR outbreak reporting policies, as well as the implementation and impact of those policies. This project was enhanced by the results of the outbreak response capacity self-assessments conducted as a part of the Domestic Ebola Supplement to Epidemiology and Laboratory Capacity for Infectious Diseases (ELC) funding opportunity. 

The information collected during the legal scan and key informant interviews will provide data about the existence, implementation, and impact of state HAI outbreak reporting policies.  In addition to presenting these findings, this session will ask participants to share how the content and language of HAI outbreak reporting laws and policies influence the effectiveness of participants’ state HAI outbreak reporting laws. Participants will be encouraged to share how their laws and policies influence the ability to investigate outbreaks effectively and the effect of policy language on timely and complete reporting of HAI outbreaks. The information collected from the legal scan, informant interviews, and roundtable discussion will be used to develop comprehensive HAI outbreak reporting guidance by the Council for Outbreak Response: Healthcare-Associated Infections and Antimicrobial Resistant Pathogens (CORHA).
