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January 17, 2018
XX
Association of Public Health Laboratories
8515 Georgia Ave #700
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear XX,
On behalf of the Governance Committee of the Council for Outbreak Response: Healthcare-Associated Infections and Antimicrobial-Resistant Pathogens (CORHA), we are writing to formally invite participation from the Association of Public Health Laboratories (APHL) as a liaison member organization to CORHA.
CORHA is a multidisciplinary group aimed at improving practices and policies at the local, state and national levels for detection, investigation, control and prevention of healthcare-associated and antimicrobial-resistant infections and outbreaks across the healthcare continuum. CORHA is funded by CDC’s Division of Healthcare Quality Promotion and co-led by the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) and the Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE).
The Council has established a strategic map (attached) to guide our activities. Currently we have— two of which are supported by active workgroups focused on 1) supporting standardized approaches to detection and reporting outbreaks, and 2) supporting consistent and coordinated approaches to investigation and control. Also attached for your reference are the Council’s bylaws, and one-page overview. Please note that the CORHA website, which is under development, will list our member organizations, as well as serve as a free public resource that includes information and tools to assist with public health and healthcare with HAI/AR outbreak response activities. 
CORHA’s member organizations are invited based on HAI/AR priorities that are aligned with the Council’s mission and activities, and whose participation we foresee to be mutually beneficial. As a leader in monitoring and detecting public health threats, APHL’s contributions will support Council activities relating to to detecting and reporting HAI/AR outbreaks detection, reporting and investigation. The Council has also identified a need for additional expertise about laboratory services. Additionally, APHL’s participation with CORHA would will help enhance awareness of the Council’s activities and HAI/AR outbreak response needs across the your public health laboratory network. It is our hope that APHL’s involvement in CORHA will also serve as an important strengthen our connections to the AR Surveillance Task Force.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Organizational The APHL member representative serving on the Council will be are also expected to attend two in-person meetings per year and two all-Council conference calls. TAs you may be aware, the Council will hold its nextfall in-person meeting November 30 and December 1, 2017 in Atlanta, GA. Should In addition, the Council recently approved formation of a cross-cutting Laboratory Workgroup, which will aim to improve laboratory practices in relation to HAI/AR outbreaks. Your CORHA representative wouldAPHL decide to assume a leadership role in this workgroup, withparticipate on CORHA workgroups, please be advised that there are time commitments beyond the above-referenced CORHA-wide activities for those initiatives, which include regularly scheduled conference calls.  	Comment by bzp4: Update with Spring 2018 info
We are very much looking forward to your attendance and are hopeful it represents a step toward formal APHL participation in CORHA and thank you for considering this request..
Thank you for considering participating in CORHA. If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Kate Heyer at kheyer@astho.org or Michael Anderson at manderson@cste.org. 

Sincerely,
	[image: C:\Users\nbryan\Dropbox (CSTE)\Gerd Clabaugh Signature.JPG]
Gerd Clabaugh, MPA
Co-Chair
Council for Outbreak Response: Healthcare-Associated Infections and Antimicrobial-Resistant Pathogens
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Marion A. Kainer MD, MPH, FRACP, FSHEA
Co-Chair
Council for Outbreak Response: Healthcare-Associated Infections and Antimicrobial-Resistant Pathogens




image2.png
/3




image1.jpeg




image3.jpg
()CORHA




