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Dear Dr. Tierney,
We are pleased to inform you that you have been selected by the Council for Outbreak Response: Healthcare-Associated Infections (HAI) and Antibiotic-Resistant (AR) Pathogens (CORHA)’s Governance Committee to serve as a Co-Chair of the CORHA workgroup on Policy and Legal Considerations Related to HAI Outbreaks (“Policy Workgroup”). Dr. Dawn Terashita, Chief of the Healthcare Outreach Unit at the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Health, Acute Communicable Disease Control Program will serve as your Co-Chair on this workgroup.  
As you know, CORHA is a public health-healthcare collaborative that works to improve practices and policies at the local, state, and national levels for detection, investigation, control and prevention of HAI and AR infections and outbreaks across the healthcare continuum. CORHA is funded by CDC’s Division of Healthcare Quality Promotion and co-led by the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) and the Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE).
The CORHA Policy Workgroup seeks to seeks to address the legal and policy considerations related to HAI outbreaks, including those caused by AR pathogens, and make recommendations to policy makers at all levels to improve the detection, reporting, investigation, control and prevention of HAI/AR outbreaks. 
[bookmark: _Hlk501530249]To address these priorities, the Workgroup will work in sequence to address the following focus areas:
1. Improve reporting of HAI/AR outbreaks and exposure events.
1. Explore options to enhance legal authority and policy options to support best practices.

[bookmark: _Hlk520813748]As Co-Chair of the Policy Workgroup, you will be tasked with leading the development of workgroup products, guiding workgroup activities, updating the CORHA Governance Committee and full Council on the progress of workgroup activities, and overseeing the accomplishment of the workgroup charge enclosed in this letter.
All CORHA workgroup Co-Chairs will be assisted by CORHA staff, who will support the logistical and administrative tasks of the workgroup, as well as provide a connection between the Policy Workgroup and other CORHA workgroups and products.  
To officially launch the Policy Workgroup, we would like to schedule a “virtual meet and greet” with representatives from the Council’s Governance Committee, your Workgroup Co-Chair, and CORHA staff. This call will be an opportunity for you to discuss activities and directions for the Workgroup with your Workgroup Co-Chair and ask questions of the Governance Committee. Please send us at least 5 dates and times you are available for a 1-hour call. We kindly request that you reply by Friday, August 10.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Should you have any questions or require any further information, feel free to contact a CORHA staff member copied in this email.
Sincerely,
	[image: C:\Users\nbryan\Dropbox (CSTE)\Gerd Clabaugh Signature.JPG]
Gerd Clabaugh, MPA
Co-Chair
Council for Outbreak Response: Healthcare-Associated Infections and Antimicrobial-Resistant Pathogens
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Marion A. Kainer MD, MPH, FRACP, FSHEA
Co-Chair
Council for Outbreak Response: Healthcare-Associated Infections and Antimicrobial-Resistant Pathogens
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