CSTE COVID-19 Data Preparedness Workgroup Call: 03/05/21
Summary Call Notes

Attendees*: Jim Collins, Brooke Beaulieu, Adi Gundlapalli, Yuri Springer, Dan Chaput, Rachel Abbey, Alesha Thompson, Andrew Adams, Becky Lampkins, Chelsea Richwine, Dhara Shah, Brooke Doman, Dustin Charles, Elandis Miller, Janet Hamilton, Jennifer Fuld, Jessica Arrazola, Nadia Oussayef, Paula Yoon, Peggy Honein, Riki Merrick, Daniel Golson, Erin Holt, Jennifer Greaser, Bryant Karras, Scott Sammons, Dhwani Batra
*Affiliation information will be added into the Basecamp for workgroup regulars.
Welcome - Jim Collins, MI
Introduction to Race/Ethnicity Data Reporting Survey – Peggy Honein and Paula Yoon, CDC
· CDC is investigating race/ethnicity data quality across the various streams that feed into the national picture. 
· CSTE is interested in surveying members on barriers/facilitators to race/ethnicity reporting and creative solutions to the problem. CDC would like to gather input to inform 2-3 questions on a survey that capture breadth of good and bad on this topic. 
· Questions/comments
· This issue varies by system. MI's vaccine registry had not been collecting race/ethnicity data for years. 
· This is the sort of feedback that CDC is seeking in its survey—looking for the nuance among states. 
· Need to identify where the data lives natively and how that data travel. 
· CDC will return with draft ideas for this group to consider. 
· The workgroup may want to consider additional information that we want to review (e.g., sexual orientation/gender identity). 
Continued Discussion on Reporting Data from At-Home Tests – Jason Hall
· Deferred to another call.
ONC Call for Ideas to Improve Completeness of Lab Reporting Data – Rachel Abbey & Dan Chaput, ONC
· ONC is looking for solutions to missing patient health information. The pandemic amplified the amount of missing information is our data systems. 
· Example solution: use HIE to address gaps in missing patient information—extract data for public health case reporting system including PII, send the data to the HIE, match and add mission information for the purpose of deidentified reporting by additional demographics, geographic and other factors. 
· Janet encouraged the group to consider new opportunities and structural changes. 
· A caller proposed a national health ID number, not an SSN. Some colleagues from OCHIN have presented to ONC on findings, but have still found an equity imbalance to match patient identities. ID number would be based on SSN or residency. 
· Erin would be hesitant to ask public health staff to do more right now, given the pandemic circumstances. 
· Systems will struggle during any crisis. A system should be able to maintain some level of surge capacity. 
· ONC asked for ideas and SWOT analyses to be submitted to Lolita Kachay at Lolita.Kachay@hhs.gov
Overview of Process For SARS-Cov-2 Variant Notification – Dhwani Batra and Scott Sammons, CDC
· Variant notification is important for informing public health actions, such as contact tracing and isolation enforcement. However, getting timely information can be challenging. Jim is looking at national reference labs for support. 
· Scott and Dhwani are developing a data delivery method that would send raw data sequences to the states (S3 bucket available for download). They are also trying to develop an ELR mechanism set up for the labs.  
· Jim is wondering how and when to report variants of concern/interest. WA is sequencing 5% of tests that come through. 
· Determining clinical significance is the difficult part. 
· CDC is developing criteria based on epidemiologic significance to help categorize emerging variants.
Closing
Next Call: 3/19 at 12:30 PM ET



