Marijuana/Cannabis Surveillance Data self-assessment tool
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This document describes common considerations and data sources that states are using when developing surveillance plans to monitor marijuana/cannabis-related public health indicators. The contents of this self-assessment were developed with input from epidemiologists and data stakeholders working in public health systems. 
State and local entities that are developing a marijuana surveillance plan may wish to complete this self-assessment in order to help with considering possibilities and identification of priorities. 
For additional help with marijuana/cannabis public health surveillance please contact:
Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE), Marijuana Subcommittee 
Nikka Sorrells, MPH nsorrells@cste.org 

RESOURCES
1. How many staff are dedicated to help with this work right now? 
· FTE and position type?




2. What funding (if any) do you have to work with? 
· restrictions on use? (e.g., only for BRFSS questions, or only for staff)
· amount linked to source? (e.g., percent or amount based on retail sales)
· future likelihood of change?  



PRIORITIES
3. What questions are you being asked right now, or anticipating being asked in the future? 
· By public health leadership? 
· Policymakers? 
· Community stakeholders? 

4. What are your requirements for reporting? 
· what kind of report? (format, delivery)
· how often? 
· to whom?  (audience)
· specified content? (e.g., specific measures like youth use, approaches like benefit-cost analysis)


DATA SOURCES
[bookmark: _GoBack]5.  Specific data sources to use in surveillance plan
	Potential data sources for surveillance: add notes on sources and analytic interest
	Availability?
	Past data use?
	Plan future use? 

	
	Available
	Not now
	Have used
	Have not 
	Want to use
	No plan to use
	Need to explore

	Behavioral surveys (use, exposure)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance system (BRFSS): 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	School-based youth surveys: 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring Survey (PRAMS): 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Surveys of parents of young children (toddlers)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH): 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Birth certificate or other maternal use during pregnancy
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other (describe): 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Adverse events from use/exposure
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Syndromic surveillance system or emergency department discharge (e.g. ESSENCE): 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hospital discharge data
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Poison center data
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	All payer/all claims data: 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Traffic safety data (such as FARS, traffic crash indicators): 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Trauma registry (i.e., injuries with marijuana-positive tests): 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Arrests or other crime data from law enforcement: 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Educational system data (e.g., marijuana related student discipline data, chronic absenteeism): 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Marijuana addiction or dependence treatment (public­paid dependence treatment programs): 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	National Violent Death Reporting System (NVDRS): 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Occupational injury surveillance: 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Child protective services interventions: 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other (describe)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 Incident surveillance 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Foodborne outbreaks from edibles: 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pesticide exposures or other contaminants in marijuana products: 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clusters of accidental marijuana exposure: 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clusters of poisoning from synthetic marijuana products: 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Explosions or fires associated with unsafe marijuana processing activities: 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Deaths: 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other (describe)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Environmental monitoring
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Community environment assessments­ systematic assessments of community norms or settings (e.g., observational assessments of public use or conditions surrounding stores/dispensaries)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Advertising (describe): 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Social media monitoring such as Twitter feeds: 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other (describe) 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Policy surveillance
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Local policies to regulate or limit marijuana business activity, taxes, law enforcement activity, local delivery allowed, onsite consumption
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other (describe)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Medical program data
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Numbers of patients/cardholders
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Numbers of providers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dispensaries
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other (describe)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Retail market data
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sales (amounts, type)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Licensees (number, density)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Prices
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Potencies 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other (describe)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



6. Other ideas for data sources? 




ACTION STEPS

7. What questions do you need answered before you can make a plan about what data sources to analyze and report on? 
· Availability or limitations of some datasets
· Cost/time required to use some datasets


8. What resources do you need to implement your plan? 
· Language for survey questions
· Analysis assistance (codes, interpretation)
· Examples of other state or jurisdiction reports
· Consultation from experienced public health marijuana surveillance peers
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