


Agenda with Notes from 9-19-2019 CSTE Urban Air and Heat Subcommittee Quarterly phone call
Attendees
Emile Jorgensen, Chicago Department of Public Health
Alesha Thompson, CSTE
Jason Vargo, California Department of Public Health
Claudia Brown, CDC
Keshia Reed, Florida State Department of Public Health
Nelson Adekoye, CDC
Emily Prezzato, CDC

 Agenda
1. Introductions (name, employer, job)
2. Review 2019 work plan objectives + deliverables and progress or lack thereof
a. Objectives
i. Identify, review, and share practices from local health departments that demonstrate effective all-hazards preparedness and planning for the health effects of urban air pollution and extreme heat. No progress.
ii. Draft a survey assessing UA & H subgroup members access to resources, priorities, and current practices related to PM2.5. No progress.
iii. Perform literature review to determine gaps in our understanding of the interactions between UHI and UPI and anticipated adverse health outcomes with emphasis on PM 2.5 and Ozone. 
1. Initial review of 117 (!) studies with tables describing:
a. Lists of pollutants and temperature analyzed by article 
b. Relationship of air pollution and temperature to health
c. Mitigation efforts
d. At least 28 more articles to go!
iv. Pilot syndromic surveillance for air quality and health interactive syndrome. No progress
v. Hold quarterly teleconferences with UA & H subgroup members. Well, here we are!
b. Deliverables 
i. CSTE issue brief to identify, define, and explain PM 2.5 and extreme heat.
1. A large portion of literature review is complete
ii. Ad hoc reports as determined by findings and need No progress
iii. Summary of survey conducted of participating agencies on priorities and resources related to urban air pollution and extreme heat No progress
iv. Recruitment of one professional organization/association to participate in quarterly subcommittee calls No progress
3. Deadlines
a. Issue brief has no fixed deadline for CSTE approval
4. Next steps including volunteers and commitments
a. New co-chair?
b. Phone calls on 3rd Thursday of September, December (19th), March (19th) and June at 2 PM Central. Is that OK?
c. Should we drop stuff from the work plan? How to prioritize?
d. Volunteers for lit review and issue brief?
e. Volunteers for a) create survey? b) contribute survey questions?
Meeting Notes
Prioritize literature review and issue brief
Regarding ad hoc reports:
1) After consultation with Kazuhiko Ito, consider preparing a table that characterizes the various Air Quality and Heat Indices that are used for public communication for health risks, their context, how they have been used and the various pros and cons of each.
2) Consider examining the health effects of housing near high traffic roadways vs. no housing whatsoever.
3) After consultation with CDC Climate and Health group that has developed regional heat warning thresholds, consider preparing a CSTE issue or policy brief that describes the need for more wide-spread dissemination of an extreme heat warning that more accurately reflects health effect thresholds for the general and for special (ie, sensitive) populations.

To do list (doers)
1. Post all materials to Basecamp (Emile, Alesha)
2. Add American Lung Association to potential partner list and reach out to them (Emile, Jason)
3. Prepare and distribute call for additional work group participants/volunteers with very specific requests including co-chairship targeted to larger Climate and Health mailing list (Emile, Alesha)
4. Set up bi-weekly phone call to spur on progress of literature review and issue brief (Emile, Ryan Michael)
5. Further explore housing and high-traffic roadways (Emile, Jason)
6. Consult with CDC Climate and Health group to explore issue or policy brief on regionally tailored, more accurate extreme heat health warnings (Claudia Brown, Jason Vargo, Emile Jorgensen)
7. Consult with Kazuhiko Ito to further explore table that describes the various heat and air quality indices, their use for health alerts in practice, the context of their use, and the various pros and cons of each (Emile, Kazuhiko Ito)
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