Urban Air & Heat Subgroup Call Notes
Wednesday, September 19, 2018
3pm EDT

HOUSEKEEPING
· Workgroup co-leads: Margaret Eaglin (Margaret.Eaglin@cityofchicago.org), Ryan Michael (obw3@cdc.gov) 
· CSTE support staff: Hayleigh McCall (hmccall@cste.org) 
· Next call: Wednesday, November 21st @ 2pm ET
· Workgroup shared space: CSTE Climate & Respiratory Health Workgroup Basecamp
· To share documents, webinar recordings, approved presentations, best practices, call notes, etc.
CSTE UPDATES
· November 1st: Call for Abstracts open for 2019 CSTE National Conference

SUBGROUP UPDATES
· If interested in participating in planning the 2019 in-person meaning, email Hayleigh at hmccall@cste.org 
· Potentially in tandem with CDC’s BRACE Grantee Meeting (scheduled for March 14-15, 2010 in Atlanta, GA)

DISCUSSION
· Subgroup goals
· Had anticipated to do a CSTE Position Statement 2019 CSTE Annual Conference in June 2019, but difficult to accomplish considering lack of consensus currently and deadline (March 2019)
· Thoughts now are to produce white paper (now called a CSTE Brief) as short-term goal
· Next steps
· Going to resend more detailed survey asking more detailed questions about what pollutants are important to members
· Include question in survey spot to indicate from what region people are from
· Will start on work plan once pollutant is identified – we have approximately 6-7 months’ time frame to produce something prior to conference (not necessarily going to present at conference)
· Need to know science around ID’d pollutant, look at social determinants of health around chosen pollutant
· Pollutants of interests
· What do you think we should focus on? Why do we want to go in this direction? What steps do we need to take to reach a consensus?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]East Coast Pollutant Preferences
· Criteria pollutants and air toxics – diesel particulate matter, formaldehyde, acetaldehyde, pm 2.5 – looking forward to latest native data and updated results to try to see major emission sources outside of mobile sources
· Regional effects of pollutants of concern
· PM2.5 levels have been coming down in NY region, starting to see papers talking about some components of PM2.5 remaining constant and increasing
· Interested in combined effects of heat and ozone
· Would we go more granular than state level?
· Data available at tract and EPA grid level, may be more informative than state-wide or county-wide data – telling of hot spots in states
· Midwest/West Coast Preferences
· Wildfires and pollutants: what’s going on over there?
· Trying to learn more about outdoor ambient wild fire pollution and indoor air quality, how protective weatherization improvements might be for people’s homes
· Not much known about specific pollutants at this time
· Recently began investigating heat-related ED hospitalizations/visits – association of rates at county level with magnitude of urban heat island
· Might be interesting to take up work on the social indicators (e.g., voter registration) that might be included in work to protect human health from urban heat
· Southeast Preferences
· Air quality problems episodic and associated with droughts
· On-going material pollutants – need to work more and make contacts with DEP
