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CSTE Climate & Respiratory Health Workgroup Updates:
· Jason Vargo (CA) has agreed to act as co-chair
· March 2018, held the CSTE Climate & Respiratory Health Meeting
· Was informative on how different group approach the same issue
· Connected people that don’t typically interact
· Created strategic plans for each subgroup (i.e., Aeroallergen, Wildfires, Urban Air & Heat)
· Initial next steps discussed
· Will begin utilizing Basecamp for workgroup and subgroup activities – Hayleigh/Claudia to share link
Wildfire Strategic Plan:
· Goals
· Create knowledge and tool repository
· Look to see what the gaps are? Resources/research gaps
· Clearly define the role of PH in wildfire response
· Develop a position statement or brief
· Concerns to consider moving forward
· Fires are managed differently in each region
· As put together repository, can use same format as DE Tool Repository
· Other related subgroup updates
· EPA
· EPA is making available sensors to collect data for smoke exposures (PM monitoring)
· There is emerging technology that is citizen based (available later this year)
· There is also the Smoke Sense app
· [bookmark: _GoBack]CA
· Working with a group out of MI Tech with smoke research – they get smoke estimates that we can look at for response
· Will send out the infographic material to everyone
Urban Air & Heat Strategic Plan:
· Goals
· Defining a couple of codes
· Review literature/products
· Compile recent technology on air quality
· Differences in sources and impacts across different areas with pollutants
· Work on position statement for next year
· Position Statements are due 13 weeks prior to conference
· Want RingCentral Meetings for screen sharing
Aeroallergen Strategic Plan:
· Goals
· Get more STLT epis involved
· Determine thresholds of pollen counts that are associate with increased ED visits
· Characterizing pollen seasons-methods on timing of seasons – adding climate component to this
· Pollen-related syndromic surveillance
· Work on a collaboration with phenology departments (they work with schools)
· Looking at economic burden of pollen exposure
Discussion: 
· Need to engage state and local epis in these workgroups (to fit CSTE’s purpose)
· More involvement overall from local and state epis
· Work with the hospitals to start coordinating to reach out




	








	
