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Call notes
· CSTE updates – Amy Patel (CSTE)
· Call for Abstracts for the 2018 CSTE Annual Conference is now open! This year’s theme is “Let the Sun Shine: Using Data to Weather the Storms.” The conference is being held in West Palm Beach, FL on June 10-14.  The deadline for abstracts is Wednesday, January 3rd by 11:59 PM EST. Please contact Hayleigh at hmccall@cste.org if you have any questions!
· The CSTE Heat/Cold Syndrome WG is collecting cold syndrome definitions (e.g., queries for ESSENCE) to create a document for cold syndromes that is similar to their Heat Syndrome Guidance Document. If your jurisdiction has a definition, and it is cleared to be shared, please send it to Hayleigh at hmccall@cste.org. Please be aware that anything shared may and will likely be included in the guidance document.
· Hayleigh will be at APHA this coming Sunday from 1:30 to 5:30pm EST. First, she will be presenting a poster on her work on drought at the 1:30pm “Late Breakers Epi Posters” location. Then, she will be at the CSTE booth until the end of the day. Feel free to come by and say hi, if you are in town!
· Review of new workgroup organization – Claudia
· For those who have not been part of the recent calls, we have restructured the workgroup (previously the Asthma & Allergy WG) to encompass other topics
· Broadened our scope to include more respiratory topics
· Will also have subgroups working on specific respiratory topics under the workgroup
· These larger workgroup calls will be an opportunity to hear:
· Updates from specific topic subgroups and CSTE
· A few climate and respiratory health presentation to increase the opportunity for information sharing
· The 1st presentation today is from Paul Schramm from CDC Climate & Health Program
· If you are interested in presenting, please reach out to Hayleigh, Meredith, or Claudia
· We want the calls to be a conversation with broader membership engagement
· Potential subgroups – Meredith
· We sent out an assessment this fall to CSTE members and targeted CDC grantees (e.g., Asthma, BRACE, EPHT grantees) whose work is similar to our work and casted a broad net
· Findings: there was a lot of interest in maintaining the aeroallergen work, but there was also interest in other respiratory health topics
· Three interest buckets 
· The aeroallergen monitoring network
· Wildfires and their potential respiratory outcomes
· Urban air quality issues (e.g., ozone, PM2.5)
· Open to other topics as well
· We will be sending out another assessment to the same members and targeted CDC grantees to determine which specific-topic subgroups to form and who is interested in taking on a leadership role
· There will be a space on the assessment to suggest other topics to have covered as well
· Hayleigh will be the CSTE support staff on these subgroups – she will coordinate the calls and help set goals with a distinct outcome for the subgroup
· Larger workgroup calls will occur every other month while the subgroups will likely meet every month
· Claudia – there are a few people at CDC interested in joining these subgroups  
· Workgroup updates – Claudia 
· APHA is next week
· 12:50-1:10 – Meredith presenting on workgroup activities on Monday from so stop bye and say hi!
· 2017 Pollen Summit summary and presentations are posted on the CSTE website here
· Reach out to Hayleigh, Meredith, or Claudia if you aren’t getting the CSTE Climate & Respiratory Health WG emails
· Meredith, Claudia, and Hayleigh are working on a new set of goals and priorities for the newly-scoped workgroup
· 2018 Pollen Summit – there will be another Pollen Summit in 2018, and we’re going to start planning soon
· Will keep everyone posted
· Other updates – NADP Representative (Norm Anderson)
· NADP is having their major annual conference in San Diego this week
· NADP’s Aeroallergen Monitoring Science Committee (AMSC) was formed under the offices of NADP following the work done here at CSTE, and they were approved for a provisional 1-year period of time
· The provisional year is coming to an end, so Andy Johnson and Chris Lehmann 
· Andy Johnson and Chris Lehmann went to the Executive Committee for approval to extend the period of time to the full 4-years, and the request was approved unanimously and with excited support
· Will continue to work with them for 3 years – many positive outcomes could come from this
· AMSC met this week, and they are looking to increase membership
· Meredith and Norm provided an update on the amount of work being done at CDC to increase the ability for AMSC to get data to analyze (i.e., bringing NAB data to the Tracking Portal for analysis)
· Meredith – ultimately, they have support from many avenues, and that is the take away
· Within NADP, this is an emerging committee around urban deposition
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Will concern the original acid rain sites (placed in the 1980s in originally rural areas, but they have become more urban with time), metal monitoring in biota, and an increasing effort to integrate the work being done with the pollen monitoring network (i.e., integrated assessment of particulates pollen deposition)
· Could possibly integrate the work from the potential Urban Air & Heat subgroup
· A few cities to possibly begin this work include Denver, Louisville, Boston, Pittsburg, and/or Portland
· Even more possibility for collaboration with the Wildfire & Respiratory Health with the many NADP activities happening out west (e.g., drought, ecological impacts on health)
Presentation
Global Pollen and Climate Trends – Paul Schramm, CDC’s Climate and Health Program
Next call
Thursday, January 4th at 1pm EST

