CSTE Wildfires & Respiratory Health Subgroup Call Notes
Thursday, November 8, 2018
12-1pm EST

HOUSEKEEPING
· Workgroup lead: Kelly Cogswell (KELLY.E.COGSWELL@dhsoha.state.or.us)
· CDC technical assistant: Stasia Widerynski (mgu7@cdc.gov) 
· CSTE support staff: Hayleigh McCall (hmccall@cste.org) 
· Next call: 
· Workgroup shared space: CSTE Climate & Respiratory Health Workgroup Basecamp
· To share documents, webinar recordings, approved presentations, best practices, call notes, etc.
· Get to workgroup folder: Docs & Files > Subgroups > Wildfires & Respiratory Health SG
CSTE UPDATES:
· The 2019 CSTE Annual Conference is scheduled for June 2-6, 2019 in Raleigh, NC. This year’s theme is “First in Flight: Recognizing Risk Takers & Risk Factors”
· The Call for Abstracts is now open! Like last year, there is an entire topic under the Environmental Health track dedicated to Climate & Health.
· Be on the lookout for an interest form for reviewing submitted abstracts and assisting in planning the EH workshop.
· If you are interested in participating in the planning committee for the Spring 2019 Climate & Respiratory Health Summit, and didn’t fill out the interest form, please email Hayleigh at hmccall@cste.org.

SUBGROUP UPDATES/DISCUSSION:
· Call for subgroup co-lead
· To keep the Climate & Respiratory Health’s Workgroup and Subgroup activities relevant to member interests, CSTE is seeking a few more STLT-level epis to co-lead the workgroup/subgroups
· Wildfires Subgroup looking for a co-lead.
· If interested in acting in this role and haven’t submitted your interest via the form sent out, please do so or email Hayleigh at hmccall@cste.org
· Subgroup refresher
· Reminder about Basecamp 
· A Basecamp has been set up for all CSTE Climate & Respiratory Health work (link above)
· Email Hayleigh if have any issues
· Wildfires Subgroup has folder within the documents section (instructions above)
· There you can find call notes, the subgroup’s strategic document, and related publications
· Feel free to upload related documents
· CSTE products, briefs, and position statements 
· The purpose of workgroups/subgroups at CSTE is the development of products, briefs, and/or position statements
· A few example products: indicators, syndromic surveillance queries, guidance documents, tool repositories, toolkits
· CSTE briefs: mechanism for members to voice their opinion on an issue, topic, policy, or best practice that would not directly result in changes to state or local law, rule, or regulation
· Can be developed by CSTE Subcommittee or Steering Committee
· Primary authors must be Active Members of CSTE, but Associate Members may be co-authors
· Briefs are not stuck to a submission timeline and may be developed at any time, though each brief is subject to a review and approval process
· Copies of briefs will be made available to all members with request for comments and concurrence
· Used to be called CSTE white papers
· CSTE position statements: allow members to standardize surveillance case definitions, maintain the Nationally Notifiable Condition List, and address policy issues that could affect state or local law, rules or regulations
· Position statements are submitted each spring and then discussed and voted on by the CSTE membership at the Annual Conference in June
· Position statement authors must be active CSTE members, although associate members may be co-authors
· Potential framing of activities: previous CSTE Aeroallergen work/steps 
· First developed a white paper regarding the lack of network for monitoring of aeroallergens and following that they developed the CSTE Position Statement 16-EH-01 which recommended a national aeroallergen monitoring network
· Review 2018 CSTE Annual Conference Roundtable findings (see strategic document for findings)
· Roundtable was an opportunity for people across subgroups/other conference attendees to provide feedback on “wish-list” climate and health activities
· Question to roundtable attendees: what activities would be most relevant and needed in these topic areas to PH officials?
· After developing activities, attendees ranked all developed activities
· Now looking for feedback on actionable items – do we want to do any of these? If yes, which? If not, why not/what would you like to do?
· Potential activities: develop repository of related resources created at the STLT level
· WA: after Eagle Creek Wildfire, developed wildfire-specific WG that looks at these concerns, develops tools to make decisions (e.g., school closures, sports cancellations) based on AQI 
· Other concern that there might not be much work done so far at the state level
· Would be useful for people at the local level because get a lot of questions when smoke days are bad
· Suggestion: focus work more on smoke
· CSTE Wildfire gap/interest assessment
· CSTE working on interest assessment/gap analysis (what are you working on, what are you most interested in, what do you need, etc.?)
· Coming out of strategic goals/objectives
· Still in development process but before next call
· Introduction to CDC Wildfire Evaluation Guide – Maria Mirabelli (CDC)
· The Asthma and Community Health Branch (includes Climate & Health group) looking to make a more deliberative effort to coordinate on wildfire activity
· Projects in the making (designed to answer questions get from STLT):
· Review on effects of wildfire smoke
· What works to reduce wildfire smoke exposure
· Quantitative estimate of historic wildfire smoke across US
· Dataset linked with info on health outcomes
· Daily and local (county or census tract) data
· EIS Officer assisting KS to conduct analysis of health effects that result from prescribed agricultural burns
· Working with EPA, CA, & others to revise EPA’s “Wildfire Smoke: Guide for PH Officials”
· Version to be released on EPA website in early 2019
· WG at CDC of 12 people – if you have specific issues you’d like to be discussed, please reach out!
· CDC Wildfire Evaluation Guide activities overview – Katie Lynch (CDC), Matthew McCurdy (CDC)
· Haven't received official approval/in planning process
· Objective: collect information on use and perception of guide from stakeholders
· Update guide for content or develop additional materials
· Questions of interest: Format useful? Address needs of user? Who is using? How and when used? Leading to behavioral changes?
· Considering interviewing people in HDs who use guide 
· Timeline: starting in Dec 2018/Jan 2019
· Thoughts/feedback?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Where is wildfire guide accessible on website? Here.
· Questions applied to mobile apps? 
· Not quite at this point
· Trying to work how to make the current format more useful since is already quite long
· Next steps: calls in December 2018 & February 2019
· Calls have been bimonthly – any thoughts to making this monthly? Or maybe just for the next few months for speakers, such as:
· NOAA FIREX
· CDC Tracking - WG smoke tool in tracking portal

