
Florida Environmental Public Health Tracking Indicator: WILDFIRES
Measures (annual):
-Number of acres burned by county
Using US Department of Agriculture wildfire data files for Florida, the centroid points of the fires were geocoded and placed within counties. Then, fires smaller than 100 acres were removed. The area of wildfires per year in each county was summed.
-Percent of acres burned by county
The summed acres of wildfires by county were divided by land area per county (does not include water bodies).
-Annual number of wildland fires by county (size: large >=100 acres)
-State calculations rolled up from county numbers
[bookmark: _GoBack]-Years of data: 1992-2013

Overview Messaging:
Wildfires are unplanned wildland fires with impacts to both the environment and human health. Wildfires can affect both indoor and outdoor air quality with high levels of particulate matter and airborne toxins. These air pollutants can result in respiratory illness as well as cardiovascular, ophthalmic, and other health problems. Direct contact with the fire can also cause severe burns. Tracking wildfire data over time may assist in documenting trends, monitoring vulnerable populations, and evaluating health outcomes that may result from wildfires.
About this Data/FAQ:
What are wildfires?
Wildfires are defined as unplanned wildland fires, including unauthorized human-caused fires, escaped wildland fire use events, and escaped prescribed fire projects.	Comment by Duclos, Chris: What is a fire use event?	Comment by Joiner, Jessica: Wildland fire use is the application of the appropriate management response to naturally-ignited wildland fires to accomplish specific resource management objectives in predefined designated areas outlined in fire management plans.

So using a natural wildfire to carry out wildfire management plans in a certain area. I’m assuming this means that the area was already planned to have some kind of prescribed burn but a natural fire popped up and they just controlled it to carry out the control burn task. Should I put a citation to the Wildland Fire Use Implementation Procedures Reference Guide or write out a definition in text?
How are wildfires measured?
Wildfire data are measured on final fire size and initial discovery date. The final fire size data are calculated in acres and are reported from federal, state, and local wildfire reporting systems.
How do wildfires impact health?
Wildfires can have human health impacts that extend for hundreds of miles, affecting both outdoor and indoor air quality. Wood smoke has high levels of particulate matter and airborne toxins that can result in respiratory illness as well as cardiovascular, ophthalmic, and psychiatric problems and severe burns due to direct contact with the fire.
How can I protect myself and my family from the effects of wildfires?
Be sure to check local news or radio to get the latest weather updated and emergency instructions. Evacuate out of the path of wildfires and check local air quality reports. If not in an evacuation zone, stay inside and run the air conditioner to reduce expose to wildfire smoke.
More Information Links:
https://www.ready.gov/wildfires
https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/wildfires/index.html
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/By-topic/Wildfire
http://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-emergencies/types-of-emergencies/wildfire#About

Topic Messaging Overview:
Periods of high temperatures and more intense drought conditions over time can contribute to larger wildfires and longer wildfire seasons. Wildfires can have human health impacts that extend for hundreds of miles, affecting both indoor and outdoor air quality. Wood smoke has high levels of particulate matter and airborne toxins that can result in respiratory, cardiovascular, and mental health problems.
Topic About this Data/FAQs:
What is this data?
This data is the yearly count of large wildfires greater than or equal to 100 acres in size and the sum of area burned by wildfires, in acres.
Why was this data created?
Tracking wildfire data may assist in documenting changes over time, monitoring vulnerable populations, and evaluating the health outcomes that may occur due to wildfires.
How often is this data updated?
Annually.
How complete is this data?
From the metadata source from the USDA Forest Service:
[bookmark: Data_Quality_Information]Viable state and local (i.e., nonfederal) records were not available from all states for all years. Estimates of wildfire numbers and area burned from the FPA FOD may therefore underrepresent actual wildfire activity in certain areas and time periods. Completeness in this regard was assessed by comparing estimates of wildfire numbers and area burned from the FPA FOD to published estimates of these metrics by state and year, and states were "scored" accordingly (i.e., low scores mean data are clearly lacking). High-scoring states include most of those in the US Great Lakes, Southeastern, and Western regions (including Alaska), as well as a handful of others. Estimates of area burned tend to be less compromised than wildfire numbers by missing nonfederal records, because very large fires tend to account for the majority of area burned and are commonly responded to and reported by multiple agencies within the fire service. Efforts to gauge the completeness of the FPA FOD are detailed in supporting documentation (Short, 2014).
https://www.fs.usda.gov/rds/archive/products/RDS-2013-0009.4/_metadata_RDS-2013-0009.4.html

Where did this data come from?
This data was provided by United States Department of Agriculture Forest Service
Distribution liability for this dataset:
These wildfire measures are annual total wildfires by county and cannot be used to identify actual human exposure, impacted populations, or important seasonal risk variations. 


