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Overall Status for March 2018
	Status
	Comments

	On Track
	


Activities Performed and Accomplishments This Period 
The CSTE Data Standardization Workgroup is off to a successful start. We have convened interested CSTE members, had a kickoff call with active participation, and conducted discussion on the first data element: Date of Illness Onset. Below is a summary of the key information from these activities:

· Workgroup members validated the importance of the group’s mission, stating visualizing disease trends between jurisdictions, standardizing data collection within their agencies, and other reasons behind their motivation in joining.
· Data collection activities vary across and within jurisdictions. Some notable differences were found in:
· Level of communication between disease programs at an agency
· Relying on investigator input versus calculating dates within a surveillance system
· Workflow of reporting to CDC
· Even though the official definitions for Date of Illness Onset are similar across most jurisdictions, the implementation varies greatly. Many of these differences are necessary based on the epidemiological characteristics of the disease under observation. This variation can be classified into a few categories:
· Source of information (patient, provider, etc.)
· Which signs and symptoms to consider
· How to address missing information and use of proxy values
· Workgroup members have expressed interest in standardizing additional data elements and reporting processes, as well as establishing sustained communication with CDC. These activities will be further elucidated in our long-term roadmap assessment, which will determine Workgroup activities post-conference.
Status of Data Elements under Discussion 
	
Data Element
	Solicit Initial Input
	Discussion on Workgroup Call
	Distribute Sample Definitions
	
Vote on Definitions
	Discuss Results on Workgroup Call
	Develop Consensus Definition
	Present Definition to CSTE

	Date of Illness Onset
	√


	√

	
	
	
	
	

	Diagnosis Date
	√

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date First Reported to PHD
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Activities Planned For The Next Reporting Period 
· Long-term roadmap assessment planning: Members will be assisting in the planning for Workgroup activities following the 2018 CSTE Annual Conference. To facilitate this planning, members will be asked to complete an online survey. We are currently drafting survey questions for members to review. Questions will cover the following areas:
· Satisfaction with Workgroup structure and tools
· Future Workgroup goals
· Desired topics for the Workgroup to address
· First consensus vote: Basecamp and Smartsheet online collaboration tools were tested during the discussion period for Date of Illness Onset. Following the April 13 Workgroup call, members will have the opportunity to use Smartsheet to voice their opinion on a definition for Date of Illness Onset, which will be the group’s first time piloting this online tool for consensus.
· Diagnosis Date discussion: We are currently gathering input on Basecamp on current definitions and usage of the Diagnosis Date data element. Time permitting, this feedback will be synthesized and discussed on the April 13 Workgroup call.
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