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Overall Status for April 20, 2018
	Status
	Comments

	Slight slowdown
	Date of Illness Onset discussion has been fruitful in testing out our data element definition processes. As we have worked through this process, we have experienced a slight delay that has been needed to ensure our final processes are sustainable going forward and foster true shared decision making. 


Activities Performed and Accomplishments This Period 
The CSTE Data Standardization Workgroup has convened one time this reporting period, during which proposed solutions for Date of Illness Onset were discussed. On the previous call, we discovered additional variation in the operationalization of Date of Illness Onset in members’ surveillance systems, leading to an extended discussion of this data element. Below is a summary of the dialogue and proposed solutions from this meeting:

· Many surveillance systems use Date of Illness Onset to approximate Event Date, a field previously required by CDC and used for disease counting and reporting.
· This has resulted in many jurisdictions’ Date of Illness Onset variables being populated with an algorithm of other surveillance dates.
· Members are very interested in untangling the relationship between Date of Illness Onset and Event Date, and providing feedback to CDC on the usage and definition of Event Date. 
· We discussed several of the main categories of variation in Date of Illness Onset usage. These include:
· Source of information (patient, provider, chart review, laboratory)
· Reconciling conflicting dates from different sources
· Addressing missing information and use of proxy values
· Solutions for these sources of variation were suggested. These are listed below and will be included in the proposed definition distributed after discussion is completed.
· The patient is the source of “truth.” Patient/proxy interview will be prioritized over provider and chart information.
· Laboratory information should not be included in Date of Illness Onset because these dates are not necessarily indicative of signs or symptoms.
· If no patient, provider or chart information is available, the Date of Illness Onset field should be left NULL. This will allow for accurate comparison of the field between and within jurisdictions.
Status of Data Elements under Discussion 
	
Data Element
	Solicit Initial Input
	Discussion on Workgroup Call
	Distribute Sample Definitions
	
Vote on Definitions
	Discuss Results on Workgroup Call
	Develop Consensus Definition
	Present Definition to CSTE

	Date of Illness Onset
	√


	√

	
	
	
	
	

	Diagnosis Date
	√

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date First Reported to PHD
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Activities Planned For The Next Reporting Period 
· Long-term roadmap assessment planning: Members will be assisting in the planning for Workgroup activities following the 2018 CSTE Annual Conference. To facilitate this planning, members will be asked to complete an online survey. We have drafted survey questions and will solicit feedback from Workgroup members on the topics covered. The survey will be distributed after the discussion of Date of Illness Onset is completed to allow members to comment on the consensus process.
· Consensus vote for Date of Illness Onset: Once the discussion of this data element is completed, members will have the opportunity to use Smartsheet to voice their opinion on a definition for Date of Illness Onset. 
· Diagnosis Date discussion: We are currently gathering input on current definitions and usage of the Diagnosis Date data element using a Smartsheet form. Due to the extended discussion of Date of Illness Onset, the Diagnosis Date discussion has been moved to April 27. 
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