Disaster Epidemiology Tool Repositories Draft 	Comment by Michael Heumann: I recommend placing the DECoP section ahead of the CSTE section, as it predates the CSTE site.

Many disaster epidemiology model tools are available for local, state, and federal epidemiologists to review and modify for use in a different situations.  There are at least three repositories where such tools are kept. These repositories are an important way to share disaster related methods, tools, evaluations and lessons learned. This chapter outlines the tool repositories available from CSTE, CDC, and NIEHS/NLM.  

CDC Disaster Epidemiology Community of Practice (DECoP)
The DECoP, formally known as the Disaster Surveillance Workgroup (DSWG), is a collaborative group of CDC, other federal, and state partners. The DECoP was established to provide technical resources to partners, expand the use of disaster surveillance tools, and evaluate tools and guidelines to improve situational awareness and response activities. During a major disaster, it is critical for public health to have the capacity to implement disaster epidemiology activities such as conducting surveillance and performing assessments; the DECoP provides the tools and resources to support these activities. DECoP members have been involved in every natural disaster to which CDC has responded since the inception of the DSWG in 2005 through technical assistance in the field, at headquarters in Atlanta, and/or at the CDC Emergency Operations Center (EOC). DECoP is housed in the National Center for Environmental Health.

As part of the DECoP, members have access to a disaster epidemiology SharePoint site. Members are able to share and access tools and resources with each other through the site. The SharePoint site also facilitates discussion about disaster epidemiology-related information. Members are able to post questions for members of this online community, fostering collaboration amongst state and federal partners. Tools currently available on the site include several disaster-related topic pages, suggestion boxes, discussion tools, and downloadable documents. In addition to the SharePoint site, the DECoP hosts quarterly meetings where members and outside partners present and share information about activities they are conducting, tools they have developed, and their expertise areas. If you would like to join the DECoP site please request access by emailing your full name, address, email address, and contact phone number to Nicole Nakata at WNG9@cdc.gov.

CSTE Disaster Epidemiology Subcommittee
In 2015, the CSTE Disaster Epidemiology subcommittee identified the need to share resources and information among federal, state, and local partners.  Subsequently, the subcommittee developed a repository of disaster epidemiology tools and related guidance on their uses.  The repository includes forms, surveys, and other tools developed by state and federal partner agencies on shelter surveillance, syndromic surveillance, mortality surveillance, morbidity surveillance, community health impacts rapid needs assessments (CASPER surveys), including mental health and long term consequences. 

The repository is available here: http://cste.site-ym.com/?DisasterEpiToolRep.   
We invite readers to to visit the CSTE repository to see what tools and guidance documents are available.  We also encourage readers to download and modify the tools they think useful to respond to situations in your jurisdiction.  If you do modify a tool, we would appreciate hearing back from you about how it worked for your need, and to see how you modified it for your situation.  If you or your state would like to share disaster epidemiology-related tools and activities, please email the tool(s) or the publicly accessible website URL(s) to Jessica WursterHayleigh McCall at jwursterHMcCall@cste.org. The sharing of methods and tools via this interactive process benefits everyone who applies epidemiologic methods to disaster response, planningThe repository is available here: http://cste.site-ym.com/?DisasterEpiToolRep.  and recovery.

Additionally, the CSTE Disaster Epidemiology subcommittee convenes for monthly conference calls to bring together epidemiologists from across subject disciplines to share best practices and collaborate on epidemiologic approaches to improve all-hazard disaster preparedness and response capacities.  To stay up to date on the subcommittee, we encourage you to become a CSTE member. For more information on CSTE membership, please visit http://cste.site-ym.com/?WhyJoin. After you become a member, please visit the CSTE Disaster Epidemiology page (http://cste.site-ym.com/members/group.aspx?id=87588) and then click “Join Group” on the banner at the top left of the page to begin receiving the subcommittee emails. 

CDC Disaster Epidemiology Community of Practice (DECoP)
The DECoP, formally known as the Disaster Surveillance Workgroup (DSWG), is a collaborative group of CDC, other federal, and state partners. The DECoP was established to provide technical resources to partners, expand the use of disaster surveillance tools, and evaluate tools and guidelines to improve situational awareness and response activities. During a major disaster, it is critical for public health to have the capacity to implement disaster epidemiology activities such as conducting surveillance and performing assessments; the DECoP provides the tools and resources to support these activities. DECoP members have been involved in every natural disaster to which CDC has responded since the inception of the DSWG in 2005 through technical assistance in the field, at headquarters in Atlanta, and/or at the CDC Emergency Operations Center (EOC). DECoP is housed in the National Center for Environmental Health.

As part of the DECoP, members have access to a disaster epidemiology SharePoint site. Members are able to share and access tools and resources with each other through the site. The SharePoint site also facilitates discussion about disaster epidemiology-related information. Members are able to post questions for members of this online community, fostering collaboration amongst state and federal partners. Tools currently available on the site include several disaster-related topic pages, suggestion boxes, discussion tools, and downloadable documents. In addition to the SharePoint site, the DECoP hosts quarterly meetings where members and outside partners present and share information about activities they are conducting, tools they have developed, and their expertise areas. If you would like to join the DECoP site please request access by emailing your full name, address, email address, and contact phone number to Nicole Nakata at WNG9@cdc.gov.
NIEHS/NLM Repository

(Awaiting text from NLM.)
Preparedness and Emergency Response Research Centers’ Tools (Amy Wolkin)
The Preparedness and Emergency Response Research Centers (PERRCs) were established through the All-Hazards Preparedness Act of 2006 which called for research to improve federal, state, local, and tribal public health preparedness and response systems. The PERRCs conducted research to focus on the most critical elements needed to enhance preparedness for all hazards and close gaps in public health preparedness and response services. An integral part of this research has been to translate the results to public health practice. Some of the PERRC research was translated into tools designed to assist state and local health agencies in preparedness efforts.  Some of these tools are stand-alone disaster epidemiology tools and others may be used in conjunction with disaster epidemiology tools to facilitate planning, disseminate messaging, conduct evaluations, and support exercises. The tools are provided in an inventory and include the following:
· Tools to Support Mental Preparedness Efforts
· Tools to Support Legal Preparedness Efforts
· Tools to Enhance Leadership
· Tools to Support Communications to the Public
· Tools to Support Educational Activities Directed to the Public
· Tools to Support Planning Efforts
· Tools to Support Evaluation Efforts
· Tools to Support the Implementation of Emergency Preparedness Exercises
The tools listed in the inventory are freely available for use and can be implemented with limited support from the toolkit developers. The inventory includes a brief description of each of the toolkits, toolkit source, contact information, and links to the toolkits. The inventory can be found at: https://cdn1.sph.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1609/2017/03/PERRC-Toolkit-Inventory.pdf. 
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