


Disaster Epidemiology Article Draft Outline
An Outline of West (TX) Fertilizer Explosion Case Study to Illustrate "Descriptive Epi Following a Disaster”
When reviewing outline keep in mind that I think people were interested in knowing how the epi team was developed, what skills sets were needed, what would people need to know in the future, and how the investigation was approached. 

I. Timeline of Fertilizer Plant Explosion - April 17, 2013

II. Collaboration among Multiple Governmental Partners
· Local – Waco/McLennan County Public Health District
· Regional – Texas Department of State Health Service Region 7 
· State – Texas Department of State Health Services

III. Skills of the Investigative Team
· 5  epidemiologists, 1 preparedness coordinator, 2 public health nurses, 1 public health planner, 1 health geographer

IV. Objectives of Investigation
· To describe the characteristics of fatal injuries caused by the explosion 
· To describe the physical injuries of survivors of the explosion 
· To describe risk factors associated with injuries caused by the explosion, including location at the time of the blast, timing of injury, and demographic characteristics.
· To quantify the number of acutely injured persons who sought medical care 
· To describe the medical care received by the injured

V. Multi-pronged Approach to Identify and Collect Data on Injuries

VI. Selected Recommendations

VII. Challenges
· Submission of study protocol to Texas DSHS Institutional Review Board 
· Communication of the case definitions to data sources
· Intense media interest
· Timeliness Issue of the Completed Report

VIII. Promising Best Practices
· Existing epidemiology capacity at local, region, state levels 
· Consultation with blast and disaster experts 
· Established working relationships with hospitals and urgent care facilities
· PTSD training/awareness provided to medical abstraction and interview teams
· Access to FEMA data
· Use of GIS in injury mapping
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